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LAUNCH
Begin: Use the Opening Worship, the Lesson Opening, 
and/or music from the digital resource center.
Say: Choose an option to help get children thinking.
Pray: Call upon God’s name and ask for His guidance as 
you study His Word.

LEARN
Tell the Bible Narrative: Two narrative options are 
 provided—one for younger children and one for older 
children.
Do This: Choose an option to review the lesson. 
Talk about It: Choose questions to fit the learning level of 
your group.
Key Discussion Points: These points guide your discus-
sion and highlight biblical truths.
Christ Connection: This shows how Jesus is central to 
every lesson.

LIVE
A variety of activity options lets you choose how you will 
reinforce the Bible truths of the lesson. Choose from crafts, 
snack, movement, Bible Verse fun, and more. Remember to 
gather the supplies you will need for each activity option 
you choose.

LEAVE
Say: This thought sums up the truth of the lesson.
Pray: Give thanks to God for His blessings, love, and new 
life in Jesus.

DIGITAL RESOURCE CENTER
Additional resources are available in the online digital 
resource center at cph.org/digitalcontent. Ask your coor-
dinator for access to the materials in the online digital 
resource center.
PLANNING PAGES
See Planning Pages for Leader Devotions, Order of Open-
ing Worship, and Lesson Openings. 
MUSIC RESOURCES
Ask your coordinator for access to music for each unit.
ENDURING FAITH PAGES
Enduring Faith Pages provide a reproducible take-home 
resource that gives a summary of each Bible lesson and 
provides suggestions for “taking home” Bible truths from 
the lesson. Each page also has an illustrated version of the 
day’s Bible Verse, perfect for coloring. 
DOWNLOADABLE ACTIVITY PAGES
Each lesson has an extra activity page that can be down-
loaded and photocopied.  

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
THE ONE-ROOM CLASSROOM
This guide was created for leaders who teach multiple ages 
in one classroom. Options for younger and older children, 
size, and ability of your group help you tailor the lessons to 
your needs. Checkboxes help you choose and prepare the 
activities for each lesson.

OVERVIEW
The Overview lets you see the biblical foundation of each 
lesson at a glance. All levels of the Enduring Faith Bible 
Curriculum share the same Bible Truth, Bible Verse, Law & 
Gospel, and Scripture Snapshot, allowing families to learn 
together each week.

LESSON PREP
Use these suggestions for your own Bible study as you pre-
pare to lead this lesson.
Basic: Begin here—read the full Bible text.
More Time: Read the leader devotion, found in the digital 
resource center.
In Depth: Gain a deeper understanding of the narrative 
and its context.

SUPPLIES
For This Lesson: Gather only the supplies for the activ-
ities you choose to use. You may want to put together a 
Supply Box of frequently used items to keep on hand. Look 
below for suggestions of items to include in the Supply 
Box.
For Every Lesson: Use this checklist as a reminder of 
items that you may want to have on hand for every lesson. 

SUPPLY BOX
The items in the Supply Box are used frequently. Gather 
them to be prepared for many of the lesson activities.

 ☐ White copy paper, construction paper, tissue paper

 ☐ Crayons, markers, colored pencils, pencils, pens

 ☐ Paint, paint brushes, and smocks

 ☐ School glue, glue sticks, tape, glitter glue

 ☐ Child-friendly scissors, hole punch, stapler

 ☐ Yarn, pom-poms, craft sticks, pipe cleaners

 ☐ Wiggle eyes, beads, buttons, stickers

 ☐ Paper plates, paper lunch bags, paper cups

 ☐ Play dough and tools

 ☐ Poster board or large sheets of paper
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A TELLING 
TRUTH

Pentecost 
Acts 2:1–24

AD 33

OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
God gives us the Holy Spirit.
BIBLE  VERSE 
You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that God gives me the Holy Spirit to work 
faith in my heart.
LAW & GOSPEL
We think we can come to understand and trust in God by 
our own power. 
The Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts as we hear His 
Word proclaimed.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
With the sound of a rushing wind and tongues of fire, the 
promised Holy Spirit descends on the disciples. As they 
speak “in other tongues” (v. 4), their hearers, from a mul-
titude of nations, hear about “the mighty works of God” 
(v. 11) in their own languages. Beginning with Old Tes-
tament prophecies, Peter’s sermon proclaims Jesus, the 
promised Messiah.    

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Acts 2:1–24 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read through “The Third Article (Part 1)” 
in Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation (2017).

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Wrapped gift box

 ☐ Cardstock

 ☐ Red crepe paper

 ☐ Variety of birthday candles

 ☐ Mini cupcakes with red sprinkles

 ☐ Red and blue ribbon

 ☐ Dry pasta in a variety of shapes and sizes

 ☐ Muffin tins

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 3

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 9
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ Jesus loves us. Today, you’ll hear about a special gift 
He gives us. 

 ☐ Show a wrapped gift box. (If desired, put small items 
such as “Jesus Loves Me” pencils in it to give to chil-
dren at the end of class.) Ask, Do you like to get gifts? 
What are some times when you get gifts? Today, you 
will hear about a special gift Jesus gave His friends. 

PRAY
Dear Jesus, You give all good gifts. Thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit. In Your name we pray. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true.  

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER  Help stu-
dents reenact the story. Using an online translator, look 
up the words “Jesus Loves You” in several languages, 
and have different students say them as they portray 
the disciples.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER Once students 
have the details of this Bible narrative down, talk more 
about the context of the story. Talk about the bookend 
events of the Tower of Babel in the Old Testament 
and Pentecost in the New Testament. What happened 
to language at the Tower of Babel? How did the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost allow people who spoke different 
languages to hear the Gospel? How do people who 
speak different languages hear the Gospel today?

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What did the people see and hear on Pentecost?

 ☐ Who sent the Holy Spirit to help them?

 ☐ What news did Peter tell the people?

 ☐ How do you think the lives of the people who heard the 
Gospel on Pentecost were changed? How are our lives 
changed because we know the Gospel and have the gift 
of the Holy Spirit?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● This event is the reversal of the Tower of Babel 
(Genesis 11:1–9), where God confused the languages of 
rebellious people. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit made 
people of many languages hear the Gospel. Some older 
students will “get” it and others may not—that’s okay. 
They may understand it the next time they hear this 
Bible narrative.

 ● The events of Pentecost were a miracle, showing us 
God includes all nations and people in the new cove-
nant. 

 ● Because we have received the gift of the Holy Spirit and 
life and salvation through Jesus, we want to share it 
with others.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus sends the Holy Spirit, creating faith in 
the hearts of those who receive Him.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Ask children to make the sound of the wind and wiggle fingers over their heads for the fire. Have children 
pretend to be part of the crowd of people and ask, “What shall we do?” 

Before Jesus went back to heaven, He promised, “I will 
be with you always.” Then He said, “God will send you a 
helper.” This helper is the Holy Spirit.

Jesus’ friends went back to Jerusalem. They met with one 
another and prayed together as they waited for the helper 
to come. Then one day, on the day we call Pentecost, God 
the Holy Spirit came just as Jesus promised. He came in a 
mighty way.

Jesus’ friends were praying together. All of a sudden, they 
heard a big noise that filled the whole house! “It sounds 
like a mighty rushing wind!” they said. Whoooosh. Then 
they saw something that looked like little flames of fire 
resting on them. (Wiggle fingers over head.) When Jesus’ 
friends started talking, they could speak in different lan-
guages! This was the way the Holy Spirit showed that He 
had come to live inside them and make them brave. He 
would help them go tell others about Jesus.  

A lot of people were in the city of Jerusalem that day. 
They heard the big noise too. They hurried to the house 
where Jesus’ friends were filled with the Holy Spirit. Then 
Peter, one of Jesus’ friends, stood and talked to the people. 
God the Holy Spirit helped Peter speak bravely so everyone 
would hear.

“I have a friend named Jesus,” Peter said. “Jesus helped 
many people. He made sick people well. He made sad 
people happy. Jesus was good to you, but you were not 
good to Him. You put Him on a cross where He died. But 
Jesus did not stay dead! He is alive! Now He is with God 
the Father in heaven. We know He loved us. He loved us so 
much He died to save us all!”

When the people heard this, they were afraid. They 
thought God would punish them. They cried out, “What 
shall we do?” 

Peter told them, “Be sorry for your sins and be baptized. 
God will forgive you!” That day many people told God they 
were sorry for their sins and were baptized. The Holy Spirit 
came to live inside them and made them God’s children. 
They believed in Jesus as their Savior.

The Holy Spirit gives us faith to believe in Jesus as our 
Savior too. He makes us God’s children through Baptism 
and God’s Word. He comes to live inside us and changes 
our hearts. He helps us show love for others and tell them 
about Jesus. He helps us be sorry and forgives us when we 
sin.

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven, Jews from 

all over the world had come to Jerusalem for the harvest 
festival of Pentecost. In God’s perfect timing, He would use 
Jesus’ disciples all gathered together in one place, along 
with all these people in Jerusalem at the same time.

On Sunday morning, suddenly, a loud sound like a 
fast-blowing wind came from heaven and filled the house 
where the disciples were. They saw what looked like 
tongues of fire spread out and rest on everyone. All the 
people there began speaking in languages they had never 
studied or learned before. The Holy Spirit gave them power 
to understand and speak different languages!

Many of the Jews who were gathered in Jerusalem for 
Pentecost heard the sound and rushed over to see what 
was going on. Suddenly, they heard the disciples speaking 
the Good News about Jesus in their own languages, the 
languages they had spoken since they were children.

But some of the Jews who lived in Jerusalem made fun of 
the disciples and said they were drunk.

When Peter heard this, he stood and raised his voice to 
speak to them. He explained that the disciples were not 
drunk, but that God had poured out the Holy Spirit, who 

gave them the ability to speak in the different languages of 
the people gathered together in Jerusalem.

Peter told them this is exactly what the Old Testament 
prophet Joel had said would happen in the last days when 
God poured out His Spirit. Then, Peter explained why it 
had happened: because God had sent Jesus Christ, His 
Son, the promised Savior to them. Instead of believing in 
Him, however, they had rejected Him and killed Him on 
the cross, but God had raised Him from the dead. The dis-
ciples had seen Jesus many times after He had risen from 
the dead, and now they were urging everyone who heard 
them to be baptized. That day, three thousand people were 
baptized and became disciples of Jesus and members of the 
Church.

Today, the Bible has been written down in many different 
languages so people all around the world can know how 
Jesus came to save them. 
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LEAVE
SAY
God gives us the Holy Spirit. It may not be in a big dra-
matic-looking event like Pentecost, but it is just as real 
and just as important in our lives.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Thank You for the gift of faith. Thank You that the Holy 
Spirit helps us hear and understand Your Word every 
day in our lives. Help us to share Your precious Word 
with others. In Your name we pray, Jesus. Amen.

 ☐ Pentecost Tag
Children scatter around the room. Ask one child to be 
“Peter.” When “Peter” touches a child, he says “Pen-
tecost.” The tagged child joins Peter in tagging others 
until everyone has been tagged. Say, On 
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came to 
Jesus’ friends and gave them power 
to tell people about Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit helps us tell about Jesus too. 

 ☐ Pentecost Wind Sock
Give each child a sheet of cardstock to dec-
orate with crayons or markers, then tape it 
into a ring. Give children strips of red crepe 
paper to tape to the bottom edge. Punch two 
holes in the top of the wind sock. String with 
yarn for hanging. Say, When the wind blows 
through your windsock, you can remember 
how God the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost 
to be our helper. 

 ☐ Candle Counting
Set out a variety of colored birthday candles. 
Let children sort them by color or pattern. 
Say, When we light candles on a birthday 
cake, it shows we are celebrating some-
one’s birthday. God used fire in a special 
way at Pentecost—to show that He was 
sending the Holy Spirit to be our helper. Pentecost 
is the birthday of the Church!

 ☐ Wind and Fire Wands
Attach lengths of blue or red ribbon to craft 
sticks. Give to children to wave for wind 
or fire. Say, On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
came in wind and fire to help people 
hear and believe in Jesus. Tell the main 
points of the story as the children wave 
their wands.

 ☐ Sorting Shapes
Set out various sizes and shapes of dry pasta to sort 
into muffin tins. Talk about how pasta comes in differ-
ent shapes and sizes. People come in 
different sizes, shapes, and colors too! 
We don’t all look the same. But Jesus 
loves us all. God wants all of us to be 
His children.

 ☐ Happy Birthday, Church! Snacks
Serve mini cupcakes with red sprinkles. Talk about how Pentecost is often called the birthday of the 
Church. As children snack, talk about the color red that they see in church on Pentecost. What things are 
red? What does the red remind them of? 

 ☐ Sanctuary Visit
Take children into the church to look at the baptismal 
font. Talk about baptizing babies and grown-ups too. 
God gives us the Holy Spirit when we are 
baptized. Also look at the altar Bible. The 
Holy Spirit works through God’s Word to 
teach us about Jesus. 

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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A SERVANT 
SPEAKS

Stephen 
Acts 6–7

AD 34–36

OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
The Holy Spirit helps us serve God.
BIBLE  VERSE 
Be kind to one another. Ephesians 4:32
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that the Holy Spirit helps me believe and 
moves me to serve others.
LAW & GOSPEL
We don’t want to hear about our sin, selfishness, or 
unbelief. 
Through God’s Word, we hear that we are forgiven, and 
the Spirit moves us to believe and serve others.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
The Twelve select Stephen as one of the first seven 
deacons in the Early Church. Synagogue leaders twist 
Stephen’s words, falsely accusing him of blasphemy. 
Stephen’s testimony before the high priest recalls Israel’s 
rejection of God’s promise and their rejection of Jesus, the 
promised Savior. When Stephen says he sees a vision of 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God, the enraged offi-
cials cast Stephen out of the city and stone him.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Acts 6–7 and study notes in The Lutheran 
Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read the article “The Work of the Spirit” 
in TLSB, page 1876.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐  Teddy grahams, mini twist pretzels, and mini 
marshmallows

 ☐ Three bowls and small cups

 ☐ Puppets

 ☐ Poster board

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 3

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 10
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ I’m glad to see you all here again today. Who was 
a helper this week? What did you do? Today, we’re 
going to hear about a helper named Stephen who 
showed love for others and told them about Jesus.  

 ☐ Who takes care of you when you’re hungry? In our 
Bible story today, some people don’t have enough 
food to eat. Let’s find out how God takes care of 
them.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, help us listen and learn more about You and Your love for us. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true.  

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER To help chil-
dren learn the details of the events of these two chap-
ters, ask children to work together to draw an emoji, 
a face showing an emotion, to describe each of the 
elements of this story on a piece of white paper. Use 
the text in bold to help you identify key points. Then 
reread the narrative to the class and have them hold up 
the emojis in proper order, reviewing the key points as 
you go. 

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER Acts 6–7 may be 
too long and complex a passage for most elementary 
students to read aloud directly from the Bible. If you 
want students to read from their Bibles, have them find 
passages such as Acts 6:2–5; Acts 7:51–54; and Acts 
7:55–56 to review the narrative.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ How did the Early Church help care for people who 
were hungry?

 ☐ Who was Stephen?

 ☐ What did some angry men do to Stephen?

 ☐ We may not be threatened with death like Stephen, but 
it can still be hard sometimes to tell others about Jesus. 
How does the Holy Spirit help you stand up for your 
faith when people challenge your beliefs?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● The Early Church was growing and needed people to 
help the needy. Stephen was chosen to be a helper. He 
was full of the Holy Spirit. Stephen also preached well 
and did miracles.

 ● This narrative is a great opportunity to talk about the 
many ways God’s people can serve others and witness.

 ● The Holy Spirit gives us kind hearts as well as the 
strength to tell the truth of Jesus even to those who 
don’t want to hear it and who may not like us.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Though Satan still attacks the Church, 
nothing can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Draw faces on two plates, and use them to show happy and sad moments in the story.

After Jesus went back to heaven, His friends told others 
how Jesus came to be our Savior. The new believers got 
together every day to sing and pray and learn more about 
God’s love. They shared their food and clothes. They cared 
for one another. And do you know what? More and more 
people came to believe in Jesus. God’s family, the Church, 
was growing! Each day, food was given out. But after a 
while, there were so many people that some women 
and little children were not getting any. 

When Jesus’ friends, the disciples, heard about the 
people who were hungry, they called a meeting. 

They said, “Jesus told us to share His Good News with 
all people. He told us to love and care for one another.” 
Let’s choose helpers. The helpers can share our bread and 
figs and fish with everyone. They can make sure the poor 
people in our church get enough to eat.”

“Yes,” said the others. “Let’s choose seven helpers to 
take care of everyone in our church. Stephen should be 
one of the helpers. He’s wise and he loves Jesus.”

“Stephen is a good choice,” agreed the others. 
So the people chose seven helpers to make sure all the 

poor people had food. The people brought the helpers to 

Jesus’ disciple friends. They prayed for Stephen and the 
other helpers. 

Stephen and the other helpers did a good job. They made 
sure all the children and their mothers had food to eat.  

God helped Stephen show love for others by giving them 
food to eat. Stephen liked helping and showing God’s 
love to others. He liked to tell how Jesus came to be our 
Savior too. He told them, “God sent Jesus to die on the 
cross to pay for your sins.” People listened to Stephen. 
Many more people believed in Jesus and became part of 
God’s family, the Church.

Some men did not believe in Jesus. They did not want 
Stephen to talk about Him. One day, Stephen tried to tell 
them about Jesus. This made them angry, so they started 
to throw stones at Stephen. God was with Stephen, 
though. When Stephen looked up, he saw Jesus in heaven. 
Stephen knew that soon he would be with Jesus. Stephen 
knew that Jesus forgave his sins. He wanted God to forgive 
these mean men who were hurting him too. He prayed, 
“Dear God, please forgive these men for hurting me.” 
God helped Stephen show kindness and love for others. 
He helped him tell about Jesus and forgive those who 
were mean to him. 

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
As the twelve apostles taught about Jesus in the temple, 

many Jews believed and were baptized. The Early Church 
started to grow very quickly. Among the Christians, there 
were many widows, women whose husbands had died 
and who didn’t have money to take care of themselves. The 
Christians took up offerings to buy food for them. This 
helped some of the widows, but not all of them.

When the apostles learned about it, they were concerned. 
They wanted to make sure everyone who needed help 
got it, but Jesus had sent them to preach the Good 
News, not to serve food. They said, “Brothers, pick out 
seven men who are full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we will appoint to this duty.” These men would make sure 
every person got help. One of those seven men was named 
Stephen.

Stephen was full of grace and power from the Holy 
Spirit. He did great miracles, just like the apostles were 
doing. When some Jews who didn’t believe in Jesus started 
arguing with him, the Holy Spirit made Stephen so wise he 
proved they were wrong. Sadly, they didn’t believe Ste-
phen. They just got more angry with him.

They took Stephen to the high priest, Caiaphas, and also 
to the same Jewish court that had decided to put Jesus to 
death. The Jewish court looked at Stephen and noticed that 

his face was glowing, which showed that he had talked with 
God.

The Holy Spirit made Stephen very wise. Stephen told 
the Jewish leaders about all the times in the Old Testament 
when God had raised up a leader for His people Israel but 
the Israelites had refused to follow him. He talked about 
leaders like Joseph, Moses, and King David—and how the 
Israelites had grumbled against them and refused to obey 
them. And now, when God had sent His own prom-
ised Son, they had done even worse to Him—they had 
betrayed and murdered Jesus.

When the priests and other leaders heard this, they 
got so mad they put their fingers in their ears, rushed 
together at Stephen, dragged him outside, and picked up 
big stones and rocks to throw at him and kill him.

As Stephen was being stoned, he prayed to Jesus, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” He said, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” Then Stephen died, and his 
spirit went to heaven.
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LEAVE
SAY
The Holy Spirit helps us serve God. What are some of 
the ways you can serve God?

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for sending the Holy Spirit to 
help all the people throughout history and today who 
speak your Word even though people hate them for it. 
Help us to have the courage to share Your Word with 
others, especially when people don’t like us for being 
Your child. In Your name we pray, Jesus. Amen.

 ☐ Action Rhyme
Do this action rhyme together: I have little ears (point 
to ears) that hear of Jesus’ love (hug self ). I have 
little lips (point to mouth) to tell about His love (cup 
mouth). I have little feet (point to feet) to follow Jesus’ 

way (walk in place). I have little 
hands (hold out hands) to serve 
Him ev’ry day (fling arms wide). Act 
out ways to serve others.

 ☐ Bible Verse Actions
Say, The Bible tells us (read from Ephesians 4:32): 
“Be kind to one another.” Stephen showed love for 
others and told about Jesus. Let’s think about ways 
we can be kind to one another.
Act out situations for the children to guess, or whisper 
the situation to a child to act out (e.g., cold, hungry, 
thirsty, hurt, lonely/scared). How can they 
help? Say, We show our love for Jesus 
when we do kind things for others.

 ☐ Old Testament Review
Stephen’s recounting of the Old Testament 
story of God’s people includes Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, and 
Solomon. Review the Old Testament narrative. Mix 
up the names and see if students can put them back in 
order. Or ask students to tell all they know about each 
of these people.

 ☐ Help Us Forgive
Use two puppets to tell a story about fighting over a 
toy. Ask, What did Stephen do when people were 
mean to him? Jesus helps us forgive others. Say, 
Think about Jesus dying on the 
cross to forgive us. When we say the 
Lord’s Prayer, we think about the 
people who have hurt us and ask 
God to forgive them and help us to 
forgive them too.

 ☐ Helping Others
Ask children to think about how we can 
show love for others. Ideas: Set out a basket 
to collect baby items for disadvantaged 
mothers. Collect canned food for the food 
pantry, and have children use markers 
to draw crosses on the cans. Have children choose a 
project and make a poster, asking church members to 
donate to the cause.

 ☐ Serve a Snack
Set out teddy grahams, mini twist pretzels, and mini marshmallows in separate bowls. Have children 
portion the ingredients into small cups for one another. Talk about how Stephen showed love for 
hungry people by giving them food. 

 ☐ Portrait of a Servant
Guide students to make a portrait of Stephen on a 
piece of white paper using both words and pictures 
together. Brainstorm words that describe Stephen and 

write those where students can see and copy 
them. Encourage students to make their por-
trait in their own way. Let students share their 
art by explaining it to the group.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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A DEACON  
DELIVERS

Philip and an 
Ethiopian

Acts 8:26–40
AD 36–37

OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
The Holy Spirit works through the Word and Baptism to 
give faith.
BIBLE  VERSE 
Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ. Romans 10:17
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that God places His name on me in Baptism.
LAW & GOSPEL
Without faith, we cannot understand the Word of Christ.
The Holy Spirit works through Word and water to bring 
us to faith in Jesus as our Savior.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Directed by an angel, Philip encounters an Ethiopian offi-
cial reading from the Book of Isaiah while riding in his 
chariot. Realizing the Ethiopian needs help to understand 
the Scriptures, Philip steps in. After instructing the Ethio-
pian, Philip baptizes the man and then is carried away by 
the Spirit to Azotus.  

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Acts 8:26–40 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read more about the previous evangelistic 
work of Philip, and others, in Acts 8:4–25.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Brass paper fasteners

 ☐ Tub of water

 ☐ Toy dishes

 ☐ Bible story books

 ☐ Pretzel sticks, roll-up fruit leather snacks

 ☐ Brown paper bags

 ☐ Arch Book Philip and the Ethiopian

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 3

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 11
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ How did you come to church today—in a car or van? 
Who likes to look at books when you ride in your 
car or van? Today, we’ll hear about a man who lived 
in Bible times. He was reading a book of the Bible as 
he rode in his chariot—a cart pulled by horses!

 ☐ Who are some people who help you? Sometimes 
you get to be the helper. How do you help people? 
The Holy Spirit helps us too. Let’s see how the Holy 
Spirit helps a man named Philip talk about Jesus.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for bringing us to church and Sunday School to learn more about Your love for us. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true.  

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER Divide your 
class into two groups for review of this Bible narrative. 
Have one group act out Philip’s part and the other 
group act out the Ethiopian’s part, using sets of two 
chairs together for as many chariots as you need.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER Read the entire 
narrative from Scripture. Then have students look up 
Isaiah 53:7–8, the passage that Philip and the Ethio-
pian man studied together. Talk about how awesome 
it is that the prophet Isaiah prophesied about what 
would happen to Jesus hundreds of years before Jesus 
was even born, and how the Holy Spirit helped Philip 
explain to the Ethiopian that it was all about Jesus. The 
whole Bible points to Jesus and shows us God’s plan of 
salvation fulfilled in Jesus.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What was the man from Africa reading in his chariot?

 ☐ Who does Philip tell the man from Africa about?

 ☐ What does the man ask Philip to do when he sees the 
water?

 ☐ The Ethiopian needed someone to help him understand 
the scriptures. Who helps you understand the Bible? 

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● The African man was part of the government of Ethio-
pia. This event was the beginning of the spread of the 
Gospel throughout Africa.

 ● Help students see how the baptizing of one person 
spread the Gospel to so many people. The same is true 
for us. We can make a difference by telling just one 
person about Jesus, and they tell someone, and they tell 
someone, and the pattern repeats until many people 
hear the message.

 ● Hearing God’s Word is a wonderful gift that the Lord 
has given us. It bring us faith and life. 

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Christ, through the Holy Spirit, has called us 
by the Word and Baptism to be His own and 
still speaks to us through His Word. 
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Do the action rhyme at the end of the story with children.

Philip believed in Jesus. He loved Jesus and liked to tell 
people about Him. One day, God sent an angel to Philip. 
The angel told him, “Go and walk along the road that goes 
through the desert.” 

Philip did what the angel said. When he came to the 
desert road, he saw a chariot—a large cart with two wheels 
that is pulled by horses. Inside the cart, he saw a man from 
Ethiopia, a country in Africa. This man was important. He 
worked for the queen in his country. He took care of her 
money. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and now 
he was on his way home. He was sitting in his chariot and 
reading from a big Bible scroll. 

God the Holy Spirit told Philip, “Go over to the chariot.” 
When Philip got closer, he heard the man reading out loud 
from the Bible. Philip went over and asked, “Do you under-
stand what you are reading?”

The man from Africa told Philip, “No, I don’t understand 
this story. I need someone to explain it to me.” Then he 
invited Peter to come sit with him in his chariot.

The man from Africa was reading the part in the Bible 
that says that Jesus would die for us. Philip told the man 
that the words were talking about God’s promise to send 
a Savior to take away our sins. Then Philip said, “God has 
already kept His promise! God, our heavenly Father, sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be born as a baby. Jesus grew up to be a 
man. He helped many people and taught them about God’s 
love. Then Jesus died on the cross and rose again at Easter 

to save us from sin and to win the victory over the devil so 
we can go to heaven someday. Everyone who believes in 
Jesus and is baptized will be saved.”

The Holy Spirit worked faith in the man’s heart. Soon, 
they came to some water. The man said, “Look! Here is 
some water. I want to be baptized.” So Philip and the man 
got out of the chariot. They went into the water, and Philip 
baptized the man from Africa. Then the man got back in 
his chariot and went home to Africa. After that, God made 
Philip disappear. But the man from Africa was happy as he 
rode home. He was a child of God now. 

God makes us His children through His Word and Bap-
tism too. He helps us share the Good News about Jesus, 
our Savior.

Let’s do this action rhyme together.  
The Bible is God’s Word. And every word is true. Open 

hands like book. 
It tells us of God’s love. How He cares for me and you. 

Point to self and child. 
It tells about God’s plan. How He sent His only Son. 

Point up.
How Jesus came to save us. How He died and rose for 

everyone. Make a finger cross.
So, let’s learn what the Bible says, each and every day. 

Open hands like a book.
Then we can tell about Jesus. We’ll know just what to say. 

Point to mouth.

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
An angel of the Lord told Philip the deacon to get up and 

go south on a road through the desert that goes from Jeru-
salem to Gaza. Philip went right away.

A rich man from Ethiopia was riding in a chariot. The 
rich man worked for Candace, the queen of the Ethiopi-
ans. He was in charge of all of her treasure. He had gone 
to Jerusalem to worship and was on his way home. He was 
reading the Holy Scriptures from a scroll. 

Then along came Philip, and the Spirit said, “Go!” So 
Philip ran to catch up to the chariot. Philip heard the man 
reading a passage from Isaiah 53 and said, “Do you under-
stand what you are reading?” 

The man said, “No. I can’t understand unless someone 
helps me. Please help me. Come and sit with me.”

The Ethiopian read a passage of Scripture and said, “Tell 
me, who is the lamb?”

Philip said, “Jesus is the lamb.” Then Philip told him 
more of God’s Good News—that Jesus died and rose.

“Now I understand,” said the man from Ethiopia. 
As they went along, the man saw water. “Look! Here is 

water! Philip, can you baptize me?” He stopped the chariot, 
and they both went down to the water.

Philip baptized the man from Ethiopia. What a joyful 
day! 

When they came out of the water, the Spirit carried 
Philip away.

The man from Ethiopia could not see Philip anymore but 
rejoiced and went on his way. 

Philip found himself at Azotus, and he kept preaching the 
Gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.  
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LEAVE
SAY
Just like He did with the Ethiopian, God places His 
name on us in our Baptism. That’s a pretty big deal.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for giving us people to help us 
understand the Bible and teach us about Your Word. 
Thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit and Baptism. 
Help us to share the Gospel like Philip and the Ethio-
pian. In Your name we pray, Jesus. Amen.

 ☐ Horse and Chariot Fun
Have children pair up and stand one in front of the 
other, pretending to be the horse and Ethiopian in the 
chariot. The first child reaches behind him to hold 
the hands of the second child, making “reins” with 
their arms. Say, Pretend you are in a chariot going 
to Africa. Play music, and have the pairs move to the 
music and stand still when it stops. Switch so 
children get to be both horse and Ethiopian.

 ☐ Chariot Craft
Cut two “wheels” out of construction paper, poke holes 
in the center, and use brass paper fasteners to attach 
to the sides of a paper cup for a chariot. (The opening 
on cup should be at top to hold figures.) Add yarn to 
the front of your chariot for reins. Draw people on two 
craft sticks. Use stick people and chariot 
to retell the story.

 ☐ Water Play
Set out a tub with water and toy dishes. Have children 
“wash” the dishes. Ask about other things we wash 
(e.g., cars, hands, clothes) and how water helps us get 
things clean. Say, In church, Pastor uses water and 

God’s Word to wash away our sin in Bap-
tism. When you are baptized, God makes 
you His child. 

 ☐ Bible Verse Scroll
Use brown paper bags cut into long strips 
as scrolls. Write today’s Bible Verse on the 
paper. If the children are good at copying, 
consider having them write Romans 10:17 
themselves. Glue craft sticks to the narrow edges of the 
paper and then roll together like a scroll. 

 ☐ Arch Book
Use the Arch Book Philip and the Ethiopian as a read-
aloud to tell this Bible narrative. For classes with a 
large age difference in children, encour-
age the older children to read aloud to 
the younger children.  

 ☐ Scroll Snack
Make scrolls by attaching a stick pretzel to each end of a piece of roll-up fruit leather snack. Roll 
together to serve, and have children “open” their scrolls. Ask, How does our snack remind you of 
the Bible story? Talk about how Jesus loves us and gives us pastors and teachers to teach us what 
the Bible says about Him.

 ☐ Hide and Seek
Before class, hide Bibles and Bible story 
books around your room. Say, I hid some 
Bible books in our room. Let’s go on a 
treasure hunt to find them. When they are found, ask, 
How is the Bible a treasure to us? It tells us that 
Jesus loves us, forgives us, and has made us His 
children forever.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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AN ENEMY 
CONVERTS

Saul 
Acts 9:1–31

AD 36  

OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
Jesus chooses us, even when we are enemies of God.
B I B LE  V E R S E 
If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 2 Corinthians 
5:17
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that God chooses me to be His own child and 
makes me a new creation in Jesus through my Baptism.
LAW & GOSPEL
Born in sin, we are enemies of God. 
God chooses us to be His own in Baptism and makes us 
a new creation in Christ Jesus, our Savior.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
On the road to Damascus, Saul encounters the risen Lord, 
who converts him from a persecutor of the Church to its 
greatest missionary—Paul. God sends Ananias to lay hands 
upon the temporarily blinded Saul, baptizing him in the 
name of the Living God. Despite the disciples’ distrust of 
Saul’s motives, Barnabas speaks boldly on Saul’s behalf.   

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Acts 9:1–31 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read through the Third Article of the
Creed in Luther’s Small Catechism.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Digital device

 ☐ Old and new items

 ☐ Baptism picture

 ☐ Play dough

 ☐ Pudding mix, milk, bowl, whisk, cups, spoons

 ☐ Fun foam or cardstock

 ☐ Coins

 ☐ Pin the Tail on the Donkey game or the like

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 3

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 12
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ Today, we’ll hear how Jesus called someone to 
believe in Him. He wanted him to tell others about 
His love and forgiveness. Jesus loves you and made 
you His children too.

 ☐ Don’t tell me names, but have you ever known 
someone who was mean? What if that person 
stopped being mean? Would you believe them? 
Today, we’ll learn how Saul went from being mean 
to telling people about Jesus!

PRAY
Heavenly Father, it is such a blessing to be able to gather together and study Your Word. Guide us to know how 
much You love us and help us to learn how to love one another. In Your name we pray. Amen.

 

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true.  

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR ALL  AGES As you are reading the story to your 
group, every time you read a sentence that is in bold 
type, pause and lead children in saying, “God was at 
work here!” To add physical action, have students give 
a big thumbs up as well.

 ☐ FOR ACTIVE LEARNERS  This narrative is full of 
action, so it lends itself well to acting out. Depending 
on the size and age of your group, assign pairs of chil-
dren to act out the different events as listed in the Bible 
narrative.  

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What was Saul like at the beginning of the story?

 ☐ How did God change Saul?

 ☐ What did Jesus want Saul to do?

 ☐ God was at work in Saul (who became Paul), one of the 
greatest missionaries of all time. How is God at work in 
your life? 

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● Saul had been persecuting Christians for at least a 
year, jailing people for following Jesus. He was the 
last person one would expect for Jesus to choose. So 
his proclamation that Jesus is Lord was shocking—so 
shocking that some of the Jews wanted to kill him. 

 ● We are no more deserving of Christ’s love than Saul. 
We may not openly persecute God’s people like Saul 
did, but we are still sinners who break God’s Law every 
day. It is only through the redeeming work of Jesus on 
the cross and with the help of the Holy Spirit that we 
can share the love of Jesus with our neighbor.

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Christ has called us to faith because of His 
great mercy and grace to us. 
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Do the action rhyme at the end of the story with children.

Jesus had gone back to heaven. But He kept on helping 
His friends. He helped them show love to one another. 
They shared their homes and their money. They gave food 
and clothing to poor people. They told many people that 
Jesus loved them and died on the cross to pay for their 
sins. Many people came to believe in Jesus as their Savior 
and love Him too.

But there were some people who didn’t love Jesus. 
One of these was a man named Saul. Saul was mean! He 
grabbed Jesus’ friends and put them in jail. Jesus’ friends 
were afraid of him!

One day, Saul left Jerusalem with some of his friends. 
He was going on the road to Damascus. He wanted to 
catch more of Jesus’ friends and throw them in jail. All of a 
sudden, Saul saw and heard something to surprise him.

First, Saul saw a bright light coming down from heaven. 
The light was so bright that Saul was afraid. He fell down to 
the ground. Then he heard a voice calling his name. It said, 
“Saul, Saul, why are you trying to hurt Me?” 

Saul asked, “Who are You?” 
Who do you think it was? 
The voice answered, “I am Jesus!” 
Saul was surprised and afraid. He asked, “What do You 

want me to do?”

Jesus said, “Go into the city of Damascus and wait. You 
will find out what I want you to do.”

Saul opened his eyes, but he could not see! He was blind. 
So Saul’s friends led him by the hand to the city. Saul 
waited and waited. For three days he didn’t eat or drink. He 
thought and prayed, asking God to forgive him. 

After three days, Jesus sent His helper Ananias to talk to 
Saul. Ananias told Saul, “The Holy Spirit is with you. Jesus 
wants you to be His special helper. He wants you to travel 
to many places around the world and tell people how He 
is their Savior who takes away our sins.” Ananias touched 
Saul and right away he could see again. Saul was so happy 
Jesus forgave him. He got up and was baptized right away. 

Later, people called Saul by his other name, Paul. Paul 
loved Jesus and told many people about Jesus’ love and 
forgiveness. He was not mean anymore but happy because 
Jesus was his friend, his helper, and most of all his Savior!

Do this action rhyme together.
 I can tell, I can tell. Point to mouth. 
 Listen closely; I can tell. Cup ears. Point to mouth.
 Jesus loves you and me. Hug self; point. 
 Can you hear me? I can tell. Cup ears. Point to mouth.
 Jesus died, rose again. Make finger cross. 
 What good news! I can tell. Point to mouth.

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Saul believed Jesus was a false teacher who taught lies 

about God and pretended to be God’s Son. He wanted to 
stop the Christians from telling other people about Jesus, 
so he went from house to house through Jerusalem, drag-
ging off the people who believed in Jesus and putting them 
in prison. 

Saul wanted to attack the Christians in Damascus, so the 
high priest wrote letters for him so that if he found any 
believers in Jesus, he could tie them up and bring them 
back to Jerusalem. 

When Saul came near Damascus, suddenly a light from 
heaven shone around him. He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice calling, “Saul, Saul, why are you perse-
cuting Me?” Saul asked, “Who are You, Lord?” The voice 
answered, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But 
rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you 
are to do.”

The men traveling with Saul heard the voice, but they 
didn’t see anyone. Saul got up off the ground, but when 
he opened his eyes he couldn’t see anything. The men 

took his hand and led him into Damascus. For three days, 
Saul was unable to see. He didn’t eat or drink anything 
during this time.

Then, Jesus told a Christian in Damascus named 
Ananias to go and lay his hands on Saul so he could see 
again. Ananias was scared of Saul, but he obeyed Jesus. He 
went and laid his hands on Saul, and Jesus gave Saul back 
his sight. Ananias baptized him.

Right there in Damascus, Saul began teaching that 
Jesus was the Christ, the Savior of the world. Some Jews 
got angry and made plans to kill Saul. But Saul found 
out and had his disciples lower him down in a basket 
through an opening in the wall. 

Saul returned to Jerusalem, but the Christians there were 
afraid of him. A devout Christian named Barnabas took 
Saul to the apostles and described how Jesus had appeared 
to Saul on the road to Damascus. The apostles welcomed 
Saul, and he became known as Paul.
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LEAVE
SAY
Jesus chose Saul in a very dramatic way. Jesus chooses 
us to be His children and His witnesses too.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for calling Saul to spread Your 
Gospel message to the world. Thank You for calling 
me to be Your child in Baptism. Help me to share Your 
Gospel message to all the people in my world. In Your 
name we pray, Jesus. Amen.

 ☐ Go and Tell
Say, God called Saul to tell people far away about 
Jesus. God calls people today to be missionaries 
too. Have children pretend to travel far away to tell 
about Jesus. Pretend to fly in airplanes and ride in 
boats to go to different countries. Act out being hot 
walking in Uganda, riding over bumpy roads in the 
Philippines, or being cold in Alaska. Use a dig-
ital device to show pictures of the places you 
pretend to go.

 ☐ Old and New
Show items depicting old and new (e.g., 
old and new shoes, dead and fresh flow-
ers, withered and fresh carrots, pictures 
of old person and baby). Ask if we can 
make the old/dead item into a new/alive one? No. Say, 
Jesus is the only one who can make things new again. 
Jesus changed Saul from an enemy into a friend. 
Show a Bible and Baptism picture. Jesus calls us through 
Baptism and His Word. He changes us, too, and gives us 
new life as His forgiven children, His new creation.

 ☐ Something New
Give children a lump of play dough. Show them how to 
make a pinch pot by pressing a thumb in dough, then 
pinching the edges to make the sides. Talk about how 
they changed the dough into something 
new. God changed Saul’s heart, and He 
changes ours too.

 ☐ Tic-Tac-Tell
Cut 4 x 4-inch game boards from fun foam or card-
stock. Make a grid of nine squares on the board, leaving 
a border around the edge. (Each square will be about 
one inch.) Use two sets of coins (e.g., dimes 
and nickels) for markers to play tic-tac-tell. 
The first child to get three in a row tells how 
they would show Jesus’ love or tell about 
Him.

 ☐ Pin the Tail on the Donkey
Play Pin the Tail on the Donkey. 
Point out it is hard to know where 
to put the tail when you can’t see. 
Discuss how Saul couldn’t see 
Jesus was his Savior. He hurt Christians. But Jesus 
gave Saul eyes of faith to see Him as his Savior. Now 
Saul wanted to tell others about Jesus. The Holy Spirit 
changes us on the inside so we can live as His children. 

 ☐ A Changing Snack
Make pudding using instant pudding, milk, a bowl, a whisk, and small disposable cups and 
spoons. Tell children you are going to change the powder into something good to eat. Add 
milk according to directions, and have them help stir it. Pour into small cups to eat. Say, God 
changed Saul from an enemy into someone who believed in Jesus. 

 ☐ Learn the Bible Verse
Read the Bible Verse, 2 Corinthians 5:17: “If anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation.” God changed Saul from 
an enemy to a friend. He made Saul a new 
creation. Divide children into two groups. 
Each group says half the verse. Then switch.

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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A SOLDIER  
BELIEVES

A Philippian Jailer 
Acts 16:16–40

AD 49

OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
God rescues us from fear and gives us new life through His 
Word.
BIBLE  VERSE 
Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. Acts 16:31
LEARNER GOAL 
I understand that Jesus pours out His blessings on me in 
His Word and through Baptism.
LAW & GOSPEL
Without faith in Christ, we live in fear of punishment and 
death. 
Our fear turns to joy when salvation in Jesus is pro-
claimed to us and we receive the blessings of Baptism 
by faith.
SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
In Philippi, Paul and Silas cast the spirit of divination from 
a slave girl, but her angered owner has the two thrown into 
prison. Around midnight, Paul and Silas are praying and 
singing to God when suddenly an earthquake shakes the 
prison. The jailer, thinking his prisoners have escaped, pre-
pares to take his own life. Paul and Silas interrupt his plan 
as they share the Gospel with him and his whole family, 
whom Paul then baptizes.

LESSON PREP
BASIC  Read Acts 16:16–40 and study notes in The 
Lutheran Study Bible.
MORE T IME  Read the leader devotion, found in the 
digital resource center.
IN  DEPTH Read the introduction to the Book of Phi-
lippians in TLSB, pages 2029–30, for more historical 
background on the city of Philippi.

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON

 ☐ Cardstock

 ☐ Colorful strips of paper

 ☐ Round crackers and craisins

 ☐ Bowl of water

FOR EVERY LESSON

 ☐ Bible

 ☐ Device with prepped music

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Copies of Enduring Faith Page

 ☐ Supply Box

ONE-ROOM
Unit 3

STUDY GUIDE
Lesson 13
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LAUNCH
Plan your lesson by reading through the options in each section. Choose the activities that will best fit your learners, and mark those 
boxes to guide you as you teach the lesson.

BEGIN

 ☐ Follow the Order of Opening Worship, use the Lesson 
Opening, or do both (part of the planning resources in 
the digital resource center).

 ☐ Sing songs using music found in the digital resource 
center, or sing your own favorite songs.

SAY

 ☐ Today, we’ll hear how we can be joyful even when 
we have troubles, because we know Jesus forgives 
our sins and makes us God’s children. When things 
are good or not so good, we can thank God that He 
loves us and is with us.

 ☐ Do you ever sing a song when you’re feeling anxious 
or afraid? What songs do you sing when you are 
afraid? Listen to responses. If time allows, tell students 
of a time when you were scared and used a song of 
God’s love to calm yourself.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for bringing us together to study Your Word. Guide our discussion today that we may learn 
more about Your love for us in Jesus. Bless our time together. In Your name we pray. Amen.

LEARN
Show your Bible, and remind the children that all the stories in God’s Word are true.  

TELL THE BIBLE NARRATIVE
Choose one of the options on the next page to tell the Bible 
narrative.

DO THIS! 
Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the 
Bible narrative after you’ve read it.

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER The Book of 
Acts is action-packed, and this narrative is no different. 
Divide students into pairs and have each pair act out a 
different event from this narrative, using the italic type 
in the student page to guide you. When students are 
ready, have each pair act out their part and the rest of 
the group guess what they are doing, similar to playing 
charades. 

 ☐ FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER Divide your 
group into pairs and have each pair draw pictures of 
the events of this narrative. Use the bold type from the 
student narrative to make sure they have all the events. 
Once they are finished, mix up the pictures and have 
students put them back in order correctly. When you 
are all finished, collect all the pages and staple them 
together to make a book that students can refer to later.

TALK ABOUT IT 
Choose the questions that best fit the learning level of your 
group.

 ☐ What happened when Paul and Silas were in jail?

 ☐ What did Paul tell the jailer?

 ☐ What did they do for the jailer and his household?

 ☐ How do you think the jailer’s life was different after his 
life was spared and he and his family were baptized? 
How is our life different because we are Christians?

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
Guide discussion using these key points.

 ● God can take bad situations and work good through 
them. Paul and Silas shared the love of God through 
their singing and praising Him, even in jail. In the end, 
the Philippian jailer came to faith and was baptized.

 ● Paul and Silas were falsely accused and imprisoned, just 
as Jesus was. Following Jesus is not always easy, but 
we know that by following Jesus, no matter how hard 
the path, at our journey’s end we will live with Him in 
heaven. 

CHRIST  CONNECTION

Jesus won the victory over sin for us on the 
cross. We are free to live a new life in Him 
by His Word and Baptism.
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BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
STORYTELLING DIRECTIONS: Emphasize the story actions in italic and have children repeat the words or do the actions with you.

Do you remember Saul? He was Jesus’ enemy, but Jesus 
changed Saul’s heart and Saul became Jesus’ friend. Jesus 
wanted Saul to tell people everywhere about Him. So that’s 
what Saul did. Saul had another name too. It was Paul. 

One time, Paul took a helper named Silas to a country 
far away. They went to tell people about Jesus. At first, the 
people were nice to them. But then some bad men grabbed 
Paul and Silas and took them to the city officials. They said, 
“These men are troublemakers.” The officials tore Paul’s 
and Silas’s clothes. Rip! They had them beaten. Slap! Then 
Paul and Silas were thrown in jail. Bang went the cell door. 
Their feet were chained to big blocks of wood. Poor Paul 
and Silas! 

Paul and Silas didn’t cry. They weren’t afraid or worried. 
They knew Jesus still loved them! Instead, they prayed (fold 
hands) and sang songs to God while the other prisoners 
listened. Paul and Silas knew that Jesus was with them and 
would take care of them. 

Then, in the darkness of the night, they heard a rumbling 
sound that got louder and louder. Rumble, RUMBLE. What 
was happening? God had sent a big earthquake to shake the 
jail. Shake. All of a sudden the doors of the jail flew open. 
Clang, clang. The chains and wooden blocks fell off Paul 
and Silas and the other prisoners. Click, clack, bang. 

The big noise woke the guard at the jail. He saw all the 

doors open and thought the prisoners had run away. “Oh 
no! I’ll be punished for letting them get out,” he thought. 
But Paul called out to him, “Guard! Don’t be afraid! We’re 
still here.”

The jail guard got a torch and ran to the cells. He was 
thankful to see Paul and Silas were still there! He said, 
“Come with me. I’ll take you to a safe place.” The jail guard 
must have been listening to them sing and pray earlier in 
the night. When they were safe, he asked the two men, 
“Please tell me. What must I do to be saved?”

Paul and Silas told him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved.” That answer is for you too! Let’s say the 
words together: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved.”

The jail guard took Paul and Silas to his home. Paul and 
Silas told the guard and his family about Jesus, our Savior, 
who loves everyone. They told how Jesus died and came 
alive again to save all people from their sins. 

Splish, splash went the water. The jail guard washed Paul’s 
and Silas’s cuts and put bandages on them. Splish, splash 
went the water. Paul baptized the jail guard and his whole 
family! Now the jail guard and his family believed in Jesus 
as their Savior. Their hearts were filled with joy because 
Jesus had taken their sins away! Now they were God’s chil-
dren too. Hooray!

BIBLE NARRATIVE FOR OLDER CHILDREN
Saul, also known as Paul, was sent by the Church to be a 

missionary in faraway cities. He brought some missionary 
friends to help him tell people about Jesus.

Paul and his friend Silas came to a city in Greece 
called Philippi. As Paul and Silas shared the Gospel in the 
city, a slave girl who had a demon followed them around, 
saying, “These men are servants of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” Paul turned 
and said to the demon, “I command you in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And the demon imme-
diately left her.

The people who owned the slave girl were mad that Paul 
did this. When she had the demon, they had earned a lot 
of money from others who wanted her to tell their future. 
Now with the demon gone, they couldn’t make money 
from her. They grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged 
them before the judges. 

The judges ordered that they be beaten with rods and 
put in prison for the night. But Paul and Silas didn’t sit 
around feeling sorry for themselves. Around midnight, 
they were praying and singing in their prison cell, and 
all the other prisoners were listening. Suddenly, a strong 
earthquake struck, and all the prison doors opened up 

and the chains fell off of every prisoner.
The jailer woke up and got really scared. He saw the jail 

doors standing open and thought all the prisoners had 
escaped. Since he thought that he had failed to keep them 
in jail, he pulled out his sword to kill himself. But Paul 
shouted that he should not hurt himself, because all the 
prisoners were still there. The jailer asked for a torch and 
ran inside to see. He fell down in front of Paul and Silas 
and asked what he had to do to be saved. Paul told him, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and 
your household.” Then, Paul and Silas told the jailer, his 
family, and his servants all about Jesus. They baptized his 
whole household.

The next day, the judges sent the police to the jail to let 
Paul and Silas go. But Paul told them that he and Silas had 
been wrongly beaten and thrown in jail even though they 
were Roman citizens. He wanted an apology. 

The judges were afraid because they had thrown a 
Roman citizen in jail when they shouldn’t have. They 
came and apologized to Paul and Silas and asked them to 
leave. Paul and Silas stopped to visit their friend Lydia and 
to encourage the other Christians there, and then went on 
their way. 
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LEAVE
SAY
The Philippian jailer was saved by God’s Word and Bap-
tism. God also saves us by His Word and in Baptism.

PRAY
Dear Jesus, thank You for the missionary work of Paul 
and Silas. Thank You for all the missionaries that have 
shared the love of Jesus over the years. Help us to share 
the message of the Gospel wherever we are. In Your 
name we pray, Jesus. Amen.

 ☐ Forward and Back 
Have children stand in a circle. Say, Paul 
and Silas thanked and praised God, 
even in jail. When we have troubles, 
we can thank and praise God too. You will say things 
that show thanks and things that show complaining. 
Have children jump forward for thanks and backwards 
for complaining. For example, say, I whine when I 
don’t get my way. (Jump backward.) I am thankful 
for my friends. (Jump forward.) Continue with more 
examples. Ask children to suggest some too.

 ☐ Church Craft
Cut one 8-inch equilateral triangle from cardstock for 
each child. Fold bottom edge back so the “church” can 
stand up. Have children draw the outside of the church 
(a door, windows, cross at the top point). On the other 
side, have children draw a pastor and people. Say, Paul 
and Silas sang hymns and prayed while they were 
in jail. The jailer heard the Word of God from them 
when they told him about Jesus. Let’s 
make a picture of the place where we go 
to sing, pray, and hear God’s Word—our 
church!

 ☐ Pray for Church Workers
If your church sponsors a missionary family, write 
them letters of encouragement. Talk about where and 
how these missionaries are working. Or write letters to 
your district’s prison chaplains to encourage 
them. Ask for specific ways that you might 
help them in their ministry to prisoners.

 ☐ Baptism Connection
Have a clear bowl of water. Ask, How did 
the jailer use water? (He washed dirt from 
cuts on Paul and Silas.) How did Paul use water? 
(He baptized the jailer and his family.) Say, Baptism 
washes away something more than dirt. It washes 
away sin. It isn’t the water but God’s Word con-
nected to the water that does this. Baptism is a gift 
from God.

 ☐ Deliver Us from Evil
Talk about troubles that make the children afraid or 
sad. Say, When we are afraid, we can do what Paul 
and Silas did. We can pray. In the Lord’s Prayer, 
we pray, “Deliver us from evil.” Deliver 
means to rescue and protect us. Evil is 
something bad. Jesus delivers us from 
evil! 

 ☐ Joyful Snack
Hand out round crackers and craisins. Have children make smiley faces on the crackers with the craisins. 
Talk about how Paul and Silas had joy, even though they were in jail, because they knew Jesus loved them.

 ☐ Prayer Chain
Cut colorful strips of paper. Have children write some-
one or something to pray for on each strip. For exam-
ple, “We pray for . . . Grandma.” Hang the prayer chain 
in your classroom, and pray 
for one or two of the things 
listed each class time. 

LIVE
Choose from the following activities and crafts to help connect Bible learning to life.
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