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Mount Calvary
Lutheran Church
& Preschool
2055 S. Franklin St. Rd
Decatur, IL 62521
Office Phone:
217-428-0641
Office Email:
office@mtcalvarydecatur.org

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8am - 12 noon

The OFFICE is
CLOSED
On Fridays

All are Welcome
to Join Us!
Sundays
Worship Service 9AM
Christian Ed. Hour 10:30AM

A Message from Pastor Hinrichs
“You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather,
serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love
your neighbor as yourself.”
-Galatians 5:13-14
My brothers and sisters in Christ,
I have always loved the month of July! As a kid, this was the month when I had finally settled into summer break, when I would get to attend VBS, and when we would most often take our
family vacations. But even with all of that, one of my favorite parts of July was the Fourth of July
celebrations! There would be parades, grilling, pool time, concerts, and of course, fireworks!
As an adult, I still enjoy this holiday, but I do so now with a greater appreciation than I did in my
younger years. The freedoms that we have as Americans are truly something to be treasured.
Freedom of speech. Freedom of religion. Freedom of the press. The list goes on! These sacred
privileges mean that when it comes to these areas of life, we can say what we want, believe
what we want, write what we want and no one is able to tell us to stop. In this case, being free
means I am not bound by anyone.
But that idea of “not being bound by anyone” often trips us up when it comes to thinking about
our freedom as a Christian. Because while Christian freedom and earthly freedom do share some
characteristics, Christians freedom isn’t primarily about “doing whatever we want.” Throughout
the Bible, you can find many passages that talk about freedom (Isaiah 61:1, 2 Cor 3:7, Romans 8:12, Gal 5:1 are great places to start), but when you look at all of them together, a very clear picture emerges that stands in sharp contrast to how the world defines freedom.
First of all, we learn what we are free from. Just as many sacrificed greatly for us to be free from
governmental restrictions on speech, religion, press, as Christians we rejoice that Jesus paid the
greatest sacrifice of all, His death on the Cross, so that we could be free from sin, free from guilt,
free from death, and free from the devil. Verse after verse will show us that we are free from all
of these evils things.
But Christian freedom also means that we are free for something. Because we are free from
eternal punishment, the fear of death, and overpowering guilt, we can use this freedom for our
neighbors. Because our needs are met in Christ, we can then meet the needs of others. Although it can often feel like we are consumed by our own challenges and problems, God gives us
His Spirit to assure us that His grace is enough (2 Cor 12:9) for us. And in this contentment, being
free from worry, we can be free for our neighbors. This is what our verse from Galatians 5 at the
beginning of our article is saying. Don’t use your freedom for yourself and doing whatever you
want to, but use your freedom to love and care for those around you.
So this Independence Day (and every day), may you and your family take some time to rejoice ,
not only in the freedoms we have in the United States, but also the freedom we have in Christ:
freedom from sin and freedom for our neighbor.
Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor Brett Hinrichs

GROW TOGETHER
Sunday Opportunities
Worship Service at 9AM

Connect at Home
Facebook Live Worship: Sunday at 9AM
Radio Worship: Sunday at 9AM on 100.9FM WZUS

Men’s Bible Study

Monday evenings at 6:30PM

Women’s Bible Study
Tuesday mornings at 9:00am

Thursday Bible Study
1st & 3rd Thursday evenings at 6:30pm

Adult Vacation Bible School
July 13 & 27 at noon (Meal Provided)
We’ll have a short lesson, service project or craft, and then a
discussion question during our dessert. Bring a friend!
All Bible Studies are meeting in-person, but still have remote or call-in options.

SERVE TOGETHER
Ongoing Ladies Guild Service Projects







We redeemed 20 ink cartridges to Staples in June
WE ARE NO LONGER COLLECTING COUPONS (it is too expensive to submit
them).
Ladies Guild continues to collect cards for the Correction Center in Decatur. Stamps
for LWML are also being collected (please try to leave at least 1/4” around the sides).
If you have bibles you no longer use the Ladies Guild will collect them for Love
Packages in Butler IL. From there they are sent to missionaries in foreign lands.

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR SILENT AUCTION BASKETS
Sunday, Sept 4 Camp Cilca will be having their Annual
Chicken Fry and Silent Auction Fundraiser. We will be creating TWO baskets
for the Silent Auction. Our themes for the baskets are: Tailgating and
S’MORES/Campfire. There are sign-up sheets to write down what you
would like to donate. Tailgating ideas: stadium blanket, can koozies, Buffalo
Wild Wings gift card, Friar Tuck gift card, snacks, outdoor games. S’MORES/
Campfire ideas: wiener forks, assorted graham crackers, chocolate and peanut butter cups, fire color pine cones, marshmallow assortment, hickory or
cherry firewood. Let your imagine guide you! All donations need to be received by August 28th. Thank you in advance for helping make our baskets
memorable and fun!

Stitches of Love continues to remain busy, working to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the
Decatur community. Our totals are as follows:

Hats: 416 Scarves: 92 Dish cloths: 155
Baby Hats: 15 Headbands: 3

We loom knit the hats and are willing to teach anyone who would like to come and be with
us. We provide hats and scarves for our own Mt. Calvary Preschool besides giving hats
and scarves to CASA and area schools and other nonprofits. The dish cloths will be given
to Northeast Community Fund to put in the Christmas baskets this winter. Think you might
be interested in joining us? We meet the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month from 2-4 p.m.

Venezuelan News: Volume 7
As many of you know, our worship livestream has allowed us to connect with many new people. This
includes a number of people in other countries, including Venezuela. Some of our members have been able
to intentionally connect with these Venezuelan families and a growing person-to-person ministry has
begun. In this section, you’ll find some recent updates on life in Venezuela and how God is making a
difference there through the ministry of this growing group, “The Least of These.”
Well, another month and I have some more to share with you. The package I told
you about last time has made it to VE. And in great condition. It’s funny seeing a
picture of a “Chewy” box in VE. (Toni gets a lot of things from Chewy for her
pets. And the boxes are standard dimensions which make it MUCH easier to
calculate shipping.) The ladies were thrilled, of course. And mama loved her word
puzzle books. Papa loved the deodorant I sent. It’s amazing to think about the
impact you can have, giving God the glory of course.
I had sold some old computer parts on eBay and managed to collect enough
money to help out Yinette with her home last month. Her roof has leaked for
many years now and they really wanted to get it fixed before something bad
happened to it. Yinette was always worried that mama or papa would slip in the
water. I was able to purchase the supplies and labor to have her roof fixed. I was
also able to get them a new stove. Cooking stove – they have no need for heat –
LOL. The old stove leaked, and they had to turn the gas off after using it. Plus,
only 2 burners still worked, and the oven didn’t work. It was a danger. Yinette and
her parents are going to have to stay where they are in Venezuela. They can’t
leave the country to escape. She can’t and won’t leave without them. Her devotion
is to her parents. Anything that can be done to their home to make it safer and
more “livable” makes their lives so much better. Yinette is always telling me how
she talks about her “oldest son” taking care of them. I feel incredibly humbled, not
proud. BTW, Yinette is an only child.
Yili’s son Santi is graduating from 6th grade. I received a picture of his graduation T
-shirt and his class – and a neat picture from his first day of school. He reminds me
a lot of my grandson Daniel. They are near the same age and similar in other ways
too. Katie, my daughter, and Yili call him the Venezuelan Daniel. I know Yili’s
great concern is his future. With high unemployment, hyper inflation, low wages –
what are his chances? What will his future be? She is trying to imagine some way of
getting out of Venezuela. She wants him to have a future. I know we all worry
about how our kids will turn out. I can’t imagine being in a country where their
chances for success are almost impossible. My heart goes out to them.

Speaking of inflation, it has been more difficult to raise the food money every
week. I know with price of gasoline and groceries going crazy it is put a burden on
everyone’s finances. Giving to someone in a faraway place probably doesn’t
register as much during these times. I have been talking to God about this a lot.
Katie and I agonize over it every week. I really want this ministry to grow and
continue beyond me, at least as long as the need is there. There have been talks
that the US will come into VE and develop some of the oil reserves. I think that
has mostly been talk. Yili did tell me they can get visas now and there are flights
from Caracas or Maracaibo to Miami now. As much as I would love to visit them
in person – I’m too scared about their country. When ever I see pictures of their
neighborhoods, it looks like war zones. Only the tourist areas are well developed
and look habitable. Those areas will be more than happy to take your money to
wine and dine you. I’m hoping God gives us a firm plan for the future. We need
to learn how to make this ministry sustainable. Every week is challenging and
stressful. We always are second guessing where and how to spend the money.
These are problems I never dreamed of having. LOL! I thank all of you for what
you have given and your prayers. I would ask you to continue to pray for this
ministry.

Contact Info:
If you are interested in this mission or want to help,
you reach out to me, Dan Reynolds, at any time via email at
on30ng@gmail.com AND/OR join our Facebook Group,
“The Least of These” (to join, contact me or my daughter
Katie Gambrill on Facebook so we can add you to the group)

Support Info:
Our PayPal address is: theleastofthese3@yahoo.com
Our Venmo is: Kaitlyn-Gambrill

SHARE TOGETHER
Welcome Vicar Nelson!
Please join us on July 10th for a special day of celebration as
we welcome Vicar Nathan Nelson to Mt. Calvary!
•
•

Rite of Installation During Worship
Potluck Meal following Bible Study*
• Gift Card Shower During Potluck
*Please sign up to bring a dish. See the sign up
sheet in the Fellowship Hall.

ADULT VBS COMES TO
MT. CALVARY!

Join the Ladies
for Lunch!

Join us for Adult VBS on
Wednesday, July 13th & 27th at noon.

Our Tuesday morning Ladies’ group
will be going out for lunch after the
first bible study of each month! This list
is not set in stone, so please check in
with Bethe Little to stay caught up
with any last-minute changes.

Bring a sandwich and we will provide chips,
drink and dessert.

Meet in the Fellowship Hall for lunch followed by a short bible lesson. Then we will
have a craft or service project. We will end
with a discussion question during dessert.
There will be something for everyone so
bring a friend and share the Gospel!
Sign ups are on the bulletin board.

July 5th - Doherty’s
August 9th - Cancun
September 13th - Beach House
Contact Bethe Little with any
questions at 217-855-2802.

Join in the fun and
celebrate Independence day!
Sunday, July 3rd we will have our annual Parade
right after Worship Service. Invite friends! Bring the
Grandkids!
Everyone is welcome to participate. Anything that
has wheels can become a parade float! Wagons,
strollers, jazzy scooters, wheelbarrows, bikes, trikes
and wheelchairs! If it rolls, decorate it and join in
the fun!
See Gale Krueger for details.

Thank you

for all of the vases that were donated directly
to me or via the Rummage Sale donations;
I now have a plentiful assortment to work
with for several months.
You are greatly appreciated.
- Marsha Warnick

Midyear Contribution
Statements
Remember that your statements can be
picked up from your mailboxes as of July 10.
Feel free to contact Marsha Warnick (217855-2572) if you have questions.

Trinity Lutheran
is hosting a Continuing
Education Class:
The Book of Genesis by Dr.
Reed Lessing
The class will be held July 11
-13 at Trinity.
Please register by June 24 at
www.ctsfw.edu
This is a great opportunity to
dig deeper into the Word and
it’s right here in town!

1 Peter 1:3-5
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
If you would prefer to receive the Parish Pulse via email please let us know! Email the Church Office at office@mtcalvarydecatur.org and we will remove you from the USPS list to the email.
That helps save us postage, paper and time!

— Camp CILCA —
Cantrall, IL

Student Ages:

Arrival/Departure:

Entering 1st Grade Through
Ending12th Grade

-Arrive at Camp from
4:30-5:30pm on July 22
-Depart Camp at
5:00pm on July 23

At least one parent/relative must
attend with kids up to 6th Grade

Accommodations: We will be staying in air-conditioned bunk style cabins
with quick access to a bathhouse for restrooms and showers. We will also have
access to the air-conditioned dining hall for meals and inclement weather.

Activities: We will be doing a variety of camp activities (swimming, group
games, challenge course, etc.) mixed with VBS style Bible-based activities.

Sign Up: To sign up your family, see the sign-up sheets in the Fellowship
Hall or call the Church Office. We will have a few forms for families to fill out
with important information we will need (allergies, emergency contacts, etc.).

Family Fun Night: Wacky Water Weekend
Mark Your Calendars! Sunday, August 7th from 3-6pm
will be our first seasonal Family Fun Night!
Stay tuned for more details!

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE IN JULY
READERS

OTHER SERVANTS

7/3

Ashley Robinson&
Sarah Barnes

ALTAR
FLOWERS

Sandy Haseley &
Marsha Warnick

7/10

Krista Gerhardt &
Doug Gerhardt

BANNERS

Sharon & Rod Butler

BUILDING &
GROUNDS

Roger Harting

CHANCEL
CANDLES

George & Debbie Roberts
Dale & Barb Jones

7/17

Sheila Norman &
Bonnie Seeforth

7/24

John Graff &
Roger Harting

7/31

Marsha Warnick

BELLS & CHOIR Peter Miller

A/V TECHNICIANS
7/3

Joel Fletcher & Jim Stevens

7/10

Joel Fletcher & Jim Stevens

7/17

Joel & Stacey Flecther

7/24
7/31

Sharon Goers

PLANTS

Debbie Goveia

COFFE/TEA

Sheila Norman

RECYCLING

Lyn Stevens

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

Gale Krueger
Dan Reynolds

TABULATOR(S) Brenda Roland &
Marsha Warnick

Joel & Stacey Flecther

HEAD USHER

Joel & Stacey Flecther

ELDERS

ORGANISTS
7/3

NURSERY

Andrew Napier

MEALS ON WHEELS

Steve Ford

7/3

Russ Jozwiak

7/3

Sharon & Rod Bulter

7/10 Steve Ford

7/10

Doug Gerhardt

7/10

Lyn & Jim Stevens

7/17

7/17

John Graff

7/17

Nancy Peck

Peter Miller

7/24 Lisa Peterman

7/24 Dan Reynolds

7/24

Barb & Roger Harting

7/31

7/31

7/31

Karen & Larry Lange

Lisa Peterman

Dan Reynolds

Meals on Wheels Coordinator:

Lyn Stevens

Thank You for all the service that so many of you give! Check out the
Sign-Up Station in the Fellowship Hall for more opportunities to serve!

JULY BIRTHDAYS
7/3

John Graff

7/4 Beth Ann Butler

7/12 Melissa Jozwiak
7/12 Elva Klekamp

7/4

7/14 Vivkie Bromley

Carol Campbell

7/5 Debra Brosam

7/16 Gavin Brand

7/5

7/17 Lois Smull

Melba Lacey

7/5 Nancy Peck

7/19 Mary Lindsey

7/6

7/21 Brenda Roland

Beth Langdon

7/8 Jill Eyster

7/21 Myrna Teggatz

7/8

Barbara Harting

7/22 Jonah Blackman

7/8

Steven Krueger

7/23 Aidan Gerhardt

7/7

Steve Simpson

7/9

Peg Sites

7/10 Larry Horath

7/23 Amber Robb
7/24 Bridgett Robb

7/26 Michelle Burns
7/28 Jerry Sebok

7/11 Allisone Hoehne

7/29 Jeff Augustine

7/12 Kallie Howard

7/29 Steve Hagan

JULY
ANNIVERSARIES

7/2 Bill & Brenda Peter
7/8 Jerry & Bonnie Seeforth
7/14 Michael & Janice Weathers
7/21 Robert Jr & Angie Norman
7/22 Doug & Krista Gerhardt
7/27 Joel & Stacey Fletcher
7/28 Jesse & Jennifer Blackman

Enrollment for the 2022-2023 School Year is open!


For information about enrollment, please contact Susan Keene, Admissions
Director at 217-233-2001, ext. #106 or by email at skeane@lsadecatur.net.

Welcome our new Executive Director, Brian Booth!


We are glad to welcome Brian Booth and his family to our LSA Lions team!
Feel free to stop by the LSA Office during office hours to say hello! He will
also be making rounds to our association congregations to get to know our
greater LCMS church family!

Substitute Teaching Positions Still Available


We’re still looking for substitute teachers. Applicants must be able to pass
a background check. If interested, please contact the office at 217-233-2000.

The LSA ReSale Shop






We’re always looking for volunteers, especially in the toy department.
Please contact us through the information below to serve!
Shop Address: 421 E. Cerro Gordo Decatur, IL.
Phone Number: 217-423-0122
Shop Hours: M-Tu-W-F-Sa from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM with extended hours
on Thursday 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM.

July “Just A Thought”
Who is Jesus to you?
He is our savior and good shepherd. But is he yours?
He is our harbor when life gets tough. But is He that for you?
He is steadfast, never changing in His promises. But do you rely on that?
He is in control of all life, But does He have control of your heart and ways?
He is a friend, our comforter. But do we allow Him to bring peace to our day?
He is always present. Do we acknowledge that in how we act?
~~beth langdon
The deadline for submissions for the August Parish Pulse is Monday, July 18th.
Check back here each month for our next submission deadline .

CID HAPPENINGS

The Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) is hosting an
advanced Chainsaw training on Saturday, July 23, 2022.
The training will be held at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 902 Cleveland Avenue, Charleston, Illinois, 61920. The training will consist of 4
hours of instructional-based (Classroom Portion) and 4 hours of
operational-based (Hands-On Portion). The cost of the training is
$35.00. Lunch will be provided. You must have previously completed
the LERT basic training class to participate in this class.
All participants will need to bring the following items: Helmet, ear
protection, eye protection, chaps, gloves, steel toed boots, chainsaw,
chain-bar oil, and fuel. If members do not have these items, they will
be provided to you at the time of training.

During the training, you will learn: safe operation of a chainsaw,
personal protective equipment (PPE), injury prevention, physics of
cutting trees, how to buck and limb fallen trees, and how to clear
debris in a safe and beneficial manner
If you have any questions regarding this event, please contact
Stephen Born by phone at 217.220.0162 or email at
bornstephen@yahoo.com.
If you are already LERT Chainsaw certified, the event is considered continuing education, so
there is no charge for re-training. A $5 to $8 offering is welcome to help pay for your lunch.

Stay Connected to Your CID News through following us on Facebook and
Instagram or by subscribing to the E-GatePost/News You Can Use!

CAMP CILCA
PHONE: 217-487-7497
EMAIL: camp@cilca.org
WEBSITE: www.cilca.org
ADDRESS: 4124 Camp Cilca Rd, Cantrall, IL 62625
September 4, 2022
Annual Chicken
Fry & Auction
Join others at Camp
Cilca for worship and
dinner.
This is their annual
fund-raiser to
support Year-round
retreats as well as
Summer Camps and
other various
activities.
There will be many
baskets to bid on as
well as homemade
goodies and quilts!
Worship begins at
10:30 am and the
chicken dinner and
auction are from
11:30 am - 2:30 pm.
For more information
head to the Camp
Cilca website
www.cilca.org
Please continue to
pray for the Camp
and all of their
programs this
Summer.

