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A Message from Pastor Hinrichs 
From that time on Jesus began to preach,  

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
-Matthew 4:17 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

The month of February is often a hard month for people. The joys of Christmas feel like a 
distant memory and the prospect of warmer weather still seems a long way off. Darkness 
and dreariness linger, even though we know the bright days of spring are coming.  

In many ways, these winter doldrums are a powerful picture of life for the Christian. The 
darkness and evil in our world can often feel overwhelming and the light of God’s victory 
can seem far off. So how do you hang on to the light for yourself? How do you bring a lit-
tle brightness and begin to make a positive difference? Do we start by feeding the poor? 
By protecting the unborn and the weak and vulnerable in life? Maybe we visit those who 
are lonely? But then what about victims of abuse? Or who is going to fight  Injustice at the 
institutional level? It can be difficult trying to figure out where to start. 

Although it may not be the answer we expect, Jesus does address that question in our 
reading above. When Jesus began his public ministry, the very first message He gave was 
a simple one: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” Repent. That all too fa-
miliar word means that we are called to acknowledge and turn away from the darkness in 
our own hearts. Because all of that wickedness and darkness we see in the world is also in 
us. So for any real change “out there” to start, we must begin with a change “in here”, in 
our hearts. 

This is what the season of Lent (which we are entering into at the end of the month) is all 
about. It is an intentional time of introspection as we confront the darkness that lies with-
in us all. But even as we go through that darkness, we are turned back toward the light of 
Easter where Christ, who is the Light of the World, shines in victory.  

And that, then is why Jesus doesn’t just tell us to repent in our reading, but also tells us 
that the kingdom of heaven is near. In Jesus, God’s good and gracious rule dwells among 
us. King Jesus governs his people with forgiveness and love. We know that because He 
laid down his life for us. And so, we now lay down our lives for others. 

From this place of humble gratitude, we can now make a difference in our small corner of 
Christ’s kingdom. Maybe we take care of the sick or teach children. Perhaps we run for of-
fice or start a business in service to our community. But before we us the gifts we have 
been given to bring a little brightness to the world, we must first start by letting God’s 
light shine in us. For it’s only then that we can illuminate others. 

God’s Blessings, 

Pastor Brett Hinrichs 



 

Sunday Opportunities  

Worship Service at 9AM 
— A “relaxed” traditional service with hymns and standard orders of worship —  

Christian Education Hour at 10:30AM   
— Adult Bible Study, Confirmation Class,  Additional Classes—  

Facebook Live Worship: Sunday at 9AM 
Radio Worship: Sunday at 9AM on 100.9FM WZUS 

Women’s Bible Study 

Monday evenings at 6:30PM 

A New Song: I Have Set My King On Zion 
Tuesday mornings at 9:00am  

1st & 3rd Thursday evenings at 6:00pm 
All Bible Studies are meeting in-person, but still have remote or call-in options. 

Men’s Bible Study 

GROW TOGETHER 

Connect at Home 

Thursday Bible Study 



 

— Join us Wednesday Nights for this Powerful Lenten Series — 

The scenes of Lent are familiar. The Upper Room, the Garden of Gethsemane, the halls of 
Pontius Pilate, and the hill of Golgotha—these are the places we remember when we medi-
tate on our Lord’s Passion. Yet when Jesus enters a place, He never leaves it as He found 
it. The most troubling places in our lives become the most amazing places of God’s grace 
when Jesus visits them.  

For this reason, in our midweek Lenten series, we will read and contemplate Luke’s account 
of our Lord’s Passion. Each week, we will read a different section of the story; and each 
week, Luke will take us to a different place, the places of the Passion.  

Our focus, however, will not be on these physical places. Instead, we will gaze in wonder on 
the spiritual work that our Lord does there. Jesus will share His strength in our times of 
weakness. He will fill us with His praise in the midst of our sorrow. Week after week, we will 
enter the places of the Passion only to discover our Lord...waiting for us… willing to share 
with us a love that was set in place before the foundations of the world. 

Plan to come to our Midweek Lenten services this year. Prepare to enter into these places 
of devotion, for there, your Lord will meet you, sharing with you His wondrous love that 
saves a fallen world. 

ALL SERVICES WILL BE HELD AT MT. CALVARY AND LED BY PASTOR & VICAR 
THERE WILL NOT BE ANY MEALS OFFERED BEFORE THE SERVICES 

 
WEDNESDAY MIDWEEK SERVICES 

February 22 @ 6:30pm– Ash Wednesday: “A Place at the Table for You” (Luke 22:1-13) 

March 1 @ 6:30pm– Midweek 1: “The Upper Room: A Place of Service” (Luke 22:14-38) 

March 8 @ 6:30pm – Midweek 2: “Gethsemane: A Place of Strength” (Luke 22:39-46) 

March 15 @ 6:30pm – Midweek 3: “The Betrayal: A Place of Eternal Love” (Luke 22:47-53) 

March 22 @ 6:30pm – Midweek 4: “The Courtyard: A Place of Renewal” (Luke 22:54-62) 

March 29 @ 6:30pm – Midweek 5: “The Trial: A Place of God’s Will” (Luke 22:63-23:25) 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES 

April 6 @ 6:30pm – Maundy Thursday: “The Last Supper: A Place of Forgiveness” (Luke 22:7-23) 

April 7 @ 6:30pm – Good Friday: “Golgotha: A Place of Simple Love” (Luke 23:44-49) 

April 9 @ 6:30am & 9am – Easter Sunday: “The Empty Tomb: A Place of Remembering” (Luke 24) 



 

 

LENT: A TIME OF DEEPER DEVOTION 
 

As mentioned in our opening article, Lent is a time for the Church to reflect upon the pow-
erful love of Jesus. For as great as our sins may be, our Savior’s love is greater still. Howev-
er, in order for us to grow in this love, we need to be in the Word, which is what St. Paul 
says in Romans 10:17, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” 
That said, if you are not regularly attending a Bible Study, this is a great time to begin a new 
spiritual habit. We realize that every person has a different style of study, so below you’ll 
find information about each of our groups and what they will be learning in Lent. 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study:  

Grab a cup of coffee and some treats and join us on Sunday morning after worship for a 
great time to grow in the Word. Our study ranges widely in the topics we cover, so it of-
fers something for everyone. While we are continuing our discussion groups on the 
“Jesus Stories” sermon series in February, we’ll be picking up a new topic in March. 
Come & join us as we dive deeper in the Word together! 

 

Monday Night Men’s Study:  
Come join us on Monday night for a great time of fellowship and for strength in the Word. 
This great group of guys meets every Monday night from 6:30-7:30pm in the Confer-
ence Room at Mt. Calvary. Our study is designed to be a casual environment with lots of 
discussion. For the month of February and March we are going through a devotional 
book called, “Learning to Lead with Nehemiah.” It offers you a chance to reflect on a 
lesser known story of the Bible while still gaining practical insights for Christian living. 
Join us on Mondays and see if this study is for you! 
 

Tuesday Morning Ladies Study:  
This is an invitation to join us for Mt. Calvary’s Ladies Bible Study on Tuesdays from 
9am-10am in the Conference Room. This study is a wonderful time of fellowship and 
learning. Our conversations rage from very deep and thought-provoking to simply shar-
ing our “Jesus Stories.” You are never put on the spot to read or even to talk. The only 
prerequisite is to listen and soak in the love of Jesus. We are currently working through a 
Study in the Psalms. There are two options for joining: in-person or by calling in on the 
phone. If you are interested, please contact Lyn Stevens for more information.  
 

Thursday Night Bible Study: NEW FORMAT 
Everyone is welcome to join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month from 6-7:30pm 
in the Conference Room at Mt. Calvary. In an attempt to draw more people in, we are 
changing the format for this group. For a trial basis, we will be dividing up units to allow 
those who want “dip their toe” in Bible Study once a month. The first Thursday will be 
studying different characters of the Bible and on the third Thursday we’ll be studying 
Proverbs. This study is designed to be interactive with lots of discussion, not as much a 
teaching format. If you have made spending more time in God’s Word a resolution this 
would be a great way to start! 



 

Mt. Calvary Preschool Corner 
 

February Bible Stories 
Special Delivery, Love Is…, 

Good Samaritan, Always My Turn... 

February Special Days 
Feb. 10th 3’s Valentine Exchange & Party 

Feb. 14th 4’s Valentine Exchange & Party 

Feb. 20th 4’s Presidents Day, NO School 

Transportation 

Heart & Lungs 

Valentines 

Numbers 

Registration for the 2023-2024 school year is now open! 

Forms are available through Mrs. Kurecki, on top of the children’s cubbies, in the church office and  
are also online at https://www.mtcalvarydecatur.org/enrollment-process.html 

SERVE TOGETHER 

News from Dove 
 

This past Holiday Season the Coats 

for Kids drive saw 2,313 coats deliv-

ered to local families in need. 
 

The Christmas Care and Share pro-

gram helped 867 families with 

2,580 children receive gifts and food 

for their holidays. 
 

Many thanks to all who donated 

and volunteered to help support our 

community in its time of need. 

Valentines for Veterans 
 

We are collecting Valentines 
to take to Veterans at the 

Veterans Home 
in Danville. 

 
The basket is 
located in the 

Narthex. The cut-off date to 
drop Valentines in the basket 

is Sunday, February 5th, 
2023. A special thank you to 
the Normans for delivering 
the Valentines to Danville! 



 

February 2023  
Stitches has started counting for 2023 and our totals are as follows: 

 

2023 Totals:  Hats: 85      Scarves: 18     Dish cloths: 115   

  
Small Hats/Baby Hats:  3                 Lap Blankets: 4 

We are always welcoming new members who’d like to learn how to loom knit or if  you 

know how to knit or crochet, please come and join the fun! We meet on the 2nd & 4th 
Wednesday of  each month at 1pm. 

A Note from the Ladies Guild: 
 

We are in great need for people to sign up to bring sweet treats on Sun-
day mornings.  These do NOT have to be home-made. We usually need 
enough treats for 30-40 people (we typically fill 2 large catering trays). 

Having the sweet treats encourages folks to stay after Worship service 
for Fellowship and Bible Study.  Growing together as a Faith Family is 
an important part of being the Church on Earth — an everyone appre-

ciates having a snack while we visit together. 

Also, the free-will donations that are collected from the snacks are used to purchase coffee, tea, 
cups, napkins and other supplies used every Sunday morning. Along with that, each Sunday we 
need someone to help serve coffee/tea. This could be the same person that brings sweet treats! 
 

Please prayerfully consider giving a small amount of time monthly to serve the congregation 
and help build the Fellowship of Believers here at Mt. Calvary. 

Financial Corner: Creative Ways to Give 
Are you still prayerfully considering a way to increase your giving in 2023 but are finding it dif-
ficult? Maybe you are preparing your income taxes and wondering if  there is any tax savings 
opportunity? If  so, perhaps giving via investments in 2023 is an option to explore.  
 

Investment giving may be helpful because a tax break is often available when the “charitable con-
tribution” is sent directly to Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church or directed to its brokerage account 
at Edward Jones. There are two opportunities you may not be aware of  for this type of  giving: 
 

1. If  you have stock that has appreciated and want to cash that in but have Capital Gains tax 
due, you can transfer that stock directly to Mt. Calvary’s stock brokerage account as a chari-
table donation and avoid the capital gains tax. 

2. If  your IRA requires you to take the RMD (Required Minimum Distribution) you can direct 
your brokerage firm to directly make that contribution to Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, c/o 
Rodger Koester, Treasurer, 2055 S Franklin Street Rd, Decatur IL, 62521, and avoid this be-
ing considered as part of  your gross income.  

 

Both are Win-Win opportunities for you and Mt. Calvary. Many of  us wish we could give more; 
perhaps that tax break could provide the pathway for you to increase your giving. Have ques-
tions? Contact Rodger Koester or Marsha Warnick. 



  

Venezuelan News Volume 2-02  

Update on Yili’s health. Her ankle is almost back to normal. She can now walk and go 
outside. She got a small machine to exercise her ankles. This has helped her a great deal. 
She has also lost some weight. She is very pleased. She is getting back to her “old self”. 
This issue had really shaken her up. I’m glad to see her spirits returning to normal.   

The shipment they received last month was much appreciated. Yinette was able to make 
a chocolate cake. They haven’t had a chocolate cake in years! They all enjoyed that. They 
have a big family celebration on December 31st. That’s the tradition in Venezuela. Family 
will visit and they will dress up in the best and eat and celebrate the incoming year. This 
is not like our New Year’s celebrations – it is much more family oriented there and not 
so much about “partying”. 

At the end of the year, the donations in the FB group were pretty good but then it fell off 
the edge of a cliff. We are still hoping for that to turn around. I would appreciate your 
prayers. I am still planning on giving a presentation of the mission/ministry this will be 
communicated this ahead of time. Due to situations beyond my control I haven’t had the 
time to plan this out.  

I would ask you to continue to pray for this ministry and its future. If you are interested 
in this mission or want to help, you can talk to me anytime. You can email me personal-
ly. You can join our Facebook Group, “The Least of These” (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/leastofthese3/) contact me, Toni, or Katie on Facebook and we can hook you up. 
Please pray for these people and pray that God can raise up people to give and help us 
support them.  

 

Our PayPal address is: theleastofthese3@yahoo.com  
Venmo: Kaitlyn-Gambrill 

Cashapp: $KaitlynGambrill or $kb9jlo 
Cash/check: Just see us at Church. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/leastofthese3/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/leastofthese3/
mailto:theleastofthese3@yahoo.com


 

SHARE TOGETHER 

Join the Ladies for Lunch! 
Our Tuesday morning Ladies’ group will be eating out for lunch  after the first Bible 

Study of each month. This list is not set in stone, so please keep up with Bethe Little to 
ensure you are up-to-date with any future changes. 

 

      February 7th - Beach House  
       March 7th - The Salty Farmer 
       April 4th - La Ted Da Tea Room 
       May 2nd - The Wharf 

 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Bethe Little. 

“They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and to the fellow-
ship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Acts 2:42 

New Fellowship Opportunity 
Faith Family Dinner Club 

 Mt. Calvary Members can now sign up to participate in a monthly 

meal for small groups. Members will be assigned to “families” of 6-8 

people and a “head of the family” will be responsible to work out the 

details of the “family get-together meal” for each month.  
 

Each “family” can choose where and when their meal takes place 

(eating out at a restaurant, at member’s home, pitching in and meet-

ing at a park, etc.) It could be a pancake breakfast or a soup and 

sandwich lunch—the meal is the means to be together and get to 

know each other better on a small-group level. 
 

After 3 months, people will be offered a chance to sign up again for 

the next 3 months cycle.  Groups will be reassigned into new 

“families” in order to facilitate more growth in a small-group setting. 

Stay tuned for more information in the coming weeks. 



 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE IN FEBRUARY 
ELDERS 

Feb 5 Sharon & Rod Butler 

Feb 12 Lyn & Jim Stevens 

Feb 19 Nancy Peck  

Feb 26 Barb & Roger Harting 

MEALS ON WHEELS  

OTHER SERVANTS 

ORGANISTS 

A/V TECHNICIANS 

Feb 5 Russ Jozwiak 

Feb 12 Dan Reynolds 

Feb 19 Doug Gerhardt 

Feb 22 John Graff 

Feb 26 Russ Jozwiak 

Thank You to our volunteers  & workers for all you do! 

Check out the Sign-Up Station in the Fellowship Hall  for opportunities to serve. 

READERS 

Feb 5 Debbie Roberts 

Feb 12 Tom Little 

Feb 19 Russ Jozwiak 

Feb 26 Frank Dunmire 

ALTAR FLOWERS Sandy Haseley &  
Marsha Warnick 

BANNERS Sharon & Rod Butler 

BUILDING/
GROUNDS 

Roger Harting 

CHANCEL  
CANDLES  

George & Debbie Roberts  
Dale & Barb Jones  

COFFEE/TEA Bethe & Carol 

CHOIR Peter Miller 

NURSERY Sharon Goers 

PLANTS Debbie Goveia 

RECYCLING Lyn Stevens 

SOUND & VIDEO 
  

Jim & Lyn Stevens 
Joel & Stacey Fletcher 

SUNDAY SCHOOL Kelsie Gerhardt 
Gale Krueger 
Dan Reynolds 

TABULATOR(S)  

HEAD USHER Andrew Napier 

Feb 5 Jim Stevens/ Joel Fletcher 

Feb 12 Joel Fletcher/Kelsie Gerhardt 

Feb 19 Joel Fletcher/Kelsie Gerhardt 

Feb 22  

Feb 26 Jim Stevens/ Joel Fletcher 

Feb 5 Steve Ford 

Feb 12 Steve Ford 

Feb 19 Peter Miller 

Feb 22 Steve Ford 

Feb 26 Lisa Peterman 



 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

“Just a Thought” 

Feb 1 Cheryl Sappington 

Feb 2 Austin Atchason 

Feb 6 Daniel Gambrill 

Feb 7 Allison Dull 

Feb 7 Matthew Glosser 

Feb 12 Lisa Peterman 

Feb 12 Hunter Urbanowicz 

Feb 13 Shawne Gambrill 

Feb 14 Phillip Goode 

Feb 16 Will Aubert 

Feb 16 Steve Haseley 

Feb 16 Jackson Stock 

Feb 17 Bob Norman 

Feb 19 William Klekamp 

Feb 20 Leslie Bennick 

Feb 21 Sarah Koester 

Feb 21 Joel Robb 

Feb 23 Mary Little 

Feb 28 Janice Weathers 

Feb 29 Janet Searl 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Feb 1 Lyn & Jim Stevens 

Feb 7 Marsha & Larry Warnick 

Feb 15 Karen & Roger Dworak 

Feb 25 Joel & Bridgett Robb 

I have made it a practice of mine when engaging 
older couples in conversation to ask the following 
question of them. 
 

“Which of you has changed the most since 
the day you were married?” 

 

I get mixed reviews. Some couples quickly answer 
giving the same answer. Others pause reflectively 
and often give differing answers. One thing worth 
noting is that NO couple ever says “we haven’t 
changed”. Changing is part of life.  

Though we tend to resist it, when presented with 
an option to change a habit or stay the same, most 
of us would likely stick with the tried and true, 
even if it is NOT working for us.  
 

How about living on the wild side? Pray that God 
helps you make the needed adjustments in your 
life to make change happen. Then give the glory 
to Him for the improvement. 
 
 —beth langdon 

“You, Lord, are forgiving and good,   abounding in love to all who call to you.” 

-Psalm 86:5 



 

• Mark your calendars for Wednesday, 
March 1st! 

 

We will be teaming up with other youth 
groups for a circuit wide youth event that 
evening. As always, kids can bring their 
friends, relatives or anyone else along 
with them. Vicar Nathan will be texting 
families with more details about the 
event soon! 

KEEPING CONNECTED 

It’s no secret that family life is often crazy. Between carpooling kids to sporting events, juggling 
the demands of your job, and just trying to keep everyone alive, it’s very hard to keep connected. 
While each family must figure out what works best for them, I strongly encourage each of us to 
take this month and be intentional about “keeping connected.” 

• Make time just for family: enjoy a meal at the table, do something fun together, talk about life. 

• Make time just for God: Come to worship, pray together during the week, talk about Jesus. 

Just as our relationship as family can suffer if we don’t spend time together, so can our relation-
ship with God. While He’s always there, we can still miss out on the connection we share.  

Let’s be intentional about “keeping connected” in all the areas of our life.  

There will be NO Children’s 
Church on February 12 & 19th! 

We will resume our class on  
Sunday, February 26th. 

• Confirmation class will continue to meet 
each Sunday morning after worship in 
the month of February. 

• Parents, as a reminder, please encourage 
your children to attend worship with you 
each week. And don’t forget to have 
them complete their sermon notes and 
submit them to Vicar Nathan. 

• Finally, some of our students have now 
completed all of their unit modules and 
are eligible to make their confirmation 
vows. Please take time to talk with your 
child and help them consider if they are 
ready to take this next step in their faith 
life. If they are, please reach out to Pas-
tor Brett and/or Vicar Nathan. 



 

“Notes and Needs” from the LSA ReSale Shop 
 

• Check out this exciting news from our LSA ReSale Shop Manager: 

Thank you to everyone who helped make 2022 a great year at 
the LSA ReSale Shop. Our 4th quarter saw sales of over $108,000 

with total sales for the year 2022 of $365,121. Please continue to 
bring your donations; remember if you would buy it, we would 

love to have it. Volunteers are always needed. Come for an hour 
or two or whatever fits your schedule. 

Also, the Resale shop is now in need of jewelry donations. The 
Christmas shopping season has wiped out our inventory!  

Any and all donations are accepted Mondays & Tuesdays 9am-1pm 

and Thursdays 2pm-6pm. 

LSA ReSale Shop 
421 E. Cerro Gordo Decatur, IL. 

Phone: 217-423-0122  

Enrollment for the 2023-2024 School Year Starts February 1st 
• A kindergarten Open House will be held on February 17

th
 from 5:30-7:00pm. 

• The first round of kindergarten screenings will be on March 7
th
 and 8

th
 

• For more information about enrolling your child, please contact Susan Keene, 
our Admissions Director, by phone at 217-233-2001, extension #106 or by email 
at skeane@lsadecatur.net.  

 

Changes at our LSA: Town Hall Meetings in February! 
• As we make plans to address the long-term sustainability of our LSA, we will be 

having a series of “town hall” meetings during the month. Please see our church 
announcements page for more information and/or contact our LSA School Board 
Representative, Joel Fletcher. 

 

Hiring for Open Positions: Elementary Music Teacher 
 

• Looking for a great place to work? Join the LSA Lions family! We are currently 
seeking a part-time elementary music teacher. Please contact Brian Booth, our 
Executive Director, at bbooth@lsadecatur.net for more information.  

PARTNER MINISTRIES  

mailto:skeane@lsadecatur.net


 

 

CID HAPPENINGS 

Stay Connected to Your CID  News through following us on Facebook and 
Instagram or by subscribing to the E-GatePost/News You Can Use! 

2023 CID Youth 

Bible Bowl  
 
 

Announcing the 2023 Central Illinois 
District LC-MS Youth Bible Bowl: 

“Judges and Ruth.” In the best way, 
you know how to study these two bib-
lical books about a difficult period of 

history for God’s people. And talk 
within your circuit about holding your 
Circuit Bible Bowl in the weeks before 
the District Bible Bowl scheduled for 
Sunday, April 16, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. 

at Camp CILCA.  
The Bible Bowl provides an opportuni-
ty for our youth (6th-12th grade) to 
be involved in Scripture study and 
thus to grow in their knowledge of 
God’s Word and deepen their faith. 
Each circuit gets to send its top two 
teams to Springfield. For more infor-

mation on holding a Bible Bowl in 
your circuit, please contact Pastor 

Mark Eddy at Zion Lutheran Church, 
Taylor Ridge, Illinois. (email at zi-

onlcms@juno.com)  

Camp CILCA Events 
Save the Date! 

 

March 4: Pancake Dinner: A “Thank You” 
Event for all CILCA supporters! 
 

March 10-11: Act Like Men: Woodcutters 
Retreat: Men felling trees, spliting wood, 
and growing in the Word. 
 

March 26: Annual Banquet with Special 
Guest Speaker Mrs. Katie Schuermann 
 

April 1: Spring Work Day:  Help open up 
the camp for the season. 
 

April 1: TBD Spring Women’s Scrapbook-
ing Retreat 
 

April 1: SUMMER CAMP  REGISTRA-
TION IS NOW OPEN! Register early to 
receive a 15% discount. 
 

April 16: Youth Bible Bowl 
 

May 27: Men’s Field Day Competition 
 

May 28: Annual Hog Roast 
 

May 30: Junior Counselor Training 
 
 

Go to our website or Facebook for  
more information!  

www.cilca.org 



 


