Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church

Sharing God's love with those around us and our lives with one another.
Preparing for today, tomorrow and eternity.
Caring for each other, our community, and the world.
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WE WORSHIP AND STUDY GOD'S WORD TOGETHER:

—Sunday Morning Worship: 9:00 am (FACEBOOK LIVE & ON 100.9FM)—
—Wednesday Evening Worship: 6:30pm (FACEBOOK LIVE)—
—Desire Holy Communion while we are not able to meet in person?—

Please call the Church Office to make an appointment with Pastor. Stay
tuned as we explore other options to deliver God's gifts to you.

Brett Hinrichs, Pastor

Office Phone: 428-0641 Cell Phone: 847-553-8296

Pastor Email: pastor@mtcalvarydecatur.org

Welcome... to all who worship with us today, especially our guests. What a
blessing it is to come together to hear His Word and return to Him our
thanksgiving and praise. We are happy to have you worshiping with us.

Guests... if you are looking for a church home, we'd love to have you as a
member. If you would like to know what we believe or are interested in joining
our congregation, please contact the Church Office at by phone at 217.428.0641
or you can email our pastor at pastor@mtcalvarydecatur.org.

God wants every Christian to belong to a local community of believers where
he or she can be fed and nourished with God’s Word and Sacraments. Please
consider God's will carefully as you think about your life with God.

Anyone... who needs, or knows someone who needs, spiritual help, guidance,
or comfort, please feel free to contact our Pastor.

Live Streaming... we are live streaming all of our services. If you miss us when
we go live, an archived copy of the services can be found on our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/mtcalvarydecatur.



mailto:pastor@mtcalvarydecatur.org
http://www.facebook.com/mtcalvarydecatur

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 17t 2020

AS WE GATHER

An altar to an unknown god. That’s what Paul found in the city of Athens. It was a powerful testimony
a problem that still plagues many spiritual people today. How do | know what’s out there? How | can
we as limited creatures even begin to understand or know an almighty creator? As Christians we
have been given the certainty so many are looking for and have a chance to proclaim it just as Paul
once did. As we worship today, we’ll explore how we can get to know people where they are and

point them to Jesus, the one who is not far from each of us.

PREPARATION & WELCOME

OPENING HYMN #821

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
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and tune: Public domain



INVOCATION
P:
C: Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C.But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C:Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
asourselves.Wejustly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

: AlImighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:Amen.
INTROIT

P: Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.

C:. Your word, LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.

P: Your faithfulness continues through all generations;

C. you established the earth, and it endures. Your laws endure to this
day, for all things serve you.

P: Ifyour law had not been my delight, | would have perished in my affliction.

C:. | will never forget your precepts, for by them you have preserved
my life. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P: Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.
C:And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

C:. O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant
that we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful
guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

FIRST READING ... Acts 17:16-31

A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C:Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ..., 1 Peter 3:13-22

A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C:Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE
C: JAlleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL ..., John 14:15-21

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24" chapter.
C:AGlory to You, O Lord.

(The Gospel is read)

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: APraise to You, O Christ.

CONFESSION OF FAITH oo Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at



the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

SERMON

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

(after each portion of the prayers)

P: Lord, in your mercy,
C.hear our prayer.

P: Into your hand, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray

LORD’S PRAYER
C:Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUDING PRAYER

P: Let us pray.

C. Lord Jesus Christ, author and perfecter of our faith, we thank and
praise You for continuing among us the preaching of Your Gospel
through which we receive both forgiveness for our many sins and
the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. Send Your blessing
upon the Word, which has been spoken to us, and by Your Holy
Spirit increase our saving knowledge of You and give us strength
to fight the good fight of faith until we inherit eternal salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -~ give you peace.

C:Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: #830 ................
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“Spread the Reign of God the Lord”
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1 Spread the reign of God the Lord, Spo - ken, writ - ten, might-y Word;
2 Tell how God the Fa-ther’s will Made the world, up-holds it still,
3 Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, Who, to save our hu-man race
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Ev - ’ry-where His crea-tures call To  His heav’'n-ly ban-quet hall.
How His own dear Son He gave Us from sin and death to save.
And to pay re - bel-lion’s price, Gave Him-self as sac - ri - fice.
Strong and ho - ly, just and true, Work-ing both to will and do.

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field;
Ripe the promise of its yield.
But the reapers, oh, how few
For the work there is to do!

Text and tune: Public domain

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind,
Rouse to action heart and mind;
Let the gath’ring nations all
See Your light and heed Your call.



We Believe and Teach That...

e The Bible is the Word of God.
e The Ten Commandments are a revelation of God's will for our lives.
e Since we cannot keep the Ten Commandments perfectly we cannot save ourselves.

e God provided our salvation for us by sending Jesus Christ, His only Son, to die for
our sins.

e Jesus proved His effectiveness by rising from the dead on the third day.

e The only way to heaven is to trust that God has saved us through Jesus’ work and
his all sufficient death for us.

e God expects His people to gather for worship and service in the local congregation.

Our Staff
Office Manager Office Assistant Music Sunday School  Preschool
= Kim Copeland » Tessa Drake » Dorothy Damery = Ashley Atchason = Cathy Kurecki
= Peter Miller » Dorothy Damery = Mary Pressley
= Dan Reynolds
Our Officers
President Vice-President  Secretary Treasurer
= Scott Busboom = Alan Dull = Tayler Anderson » Rodger Koester
Financial Secretary ~ Head Elder LSA Foundation Rep  Property Comm. Chair
= Marsha Warnick = Joel Fletcher = Sarah Barnes = Roger Harting

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Phone (217) 428-0641
Email: office@mtcalvarydecatur.org
Website: www.mtcalvarydecatur.org

MT. CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH

“Sharing God's Love with those around us
and our lives with one another.”



