
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
 

January 22, 2023 

 Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church and Preschool 

2055 S. Franklin St. Rd. 

Decatur, Illinois 62521 

office@mtcalvarydecatur.org                

www.mtcalvarydecatur.org 
 

 Member of Lutheran School Association 



THE MISSION OF MT CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH IS TO: 

“HELP THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW JESUS TO KNOW HIM; 

AND TO HELP THOSE WHO DO KNOW HIM TO KNOW HIM BETTER.” 

   
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am 

Christian Education Hour (Kids & Adults): 10:30am 
 

  

 

 

 

Welcome... to all who worship here this morning, especially our guests. What a blessing it is to come 

together in God’s house to hear His Word and return to Him our thanksgiving and praise. We are 

happy to have you worshiping with us! 

Guests... if you are looking for a church home, we’d love to have you become a member of Mt. Calvary! 

If you would like to know what we believe or are interested in joining our congregation, please mark 

the appropriate box on the Fellowship Register which should be passed to you at the beginning of the 

service. God wants every Christian to belong to a local community of believers where they can be fed 

and nourished with God’s Word and Sacraments.  

Anyone… who needs, or knows someone who needs, spiritual help, guidance, or comfort, please feel 

free to contact our Pastor or one of our elders. 

For Those Attending the Lord’s Supper… if you are not a member of Mt. Calvary or a sister 

congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, speak to Pastor Hinrichs or an Elder before 

approaching the altar to commune.  If you are communing today and need to avoid alcohol, the 

white wine is alcohol free.  In order to avoid cross contamination for those who are gluten sensitive, 

please inform the pastor or elder of your need, so you can take your own wafer (slightly browner 

color) from the plate rather than having the pastor or elder hand it directly to you. 

Live Streaming… we are live streaming our services.  If you and your family do not wish to be on 

camera, we suggest that you refrain from sitting in the first two rows of pews. During the children’s 

message, we recommend that any child not wishing to be seen on the camera should go up the side 

aisles in order to join the group and then be seated at the edges of the group which is outside of the 

camera’s view. 

   

Brett Hinrichs, Pastor         Nathan Nelson, Vicar 

Office Phone: 428-0641 Cell Phone: 847-553-8296 

Pastor Email: pastor@mtcalvarydecatur.org 

Vicar Email: vicar@mtcalvarydecatur.org 

 

mailto:pastor@mtcalvarydecatur.org
mailto:vicar@mtcalvarydecatur.org


The Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 January 22nd, 2023 

+ PREPARATION AND WELCOME + 
 

OPENING HYMN: #398 ...................... “Hail to the Lord’s Annointed” 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.//Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601//Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 



C: But if we confess our sin, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.     1 John 1:8-9 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 19:1-4a; antiphon: v.14 
P: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 
C: The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 

proclaims his handiwork. 
 

P: Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 

C: Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world. In them he has set a tent for the 
sun. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

C: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 



KYRIE 
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: ♫Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C: ♫Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C: ♫Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 
us pray to the Lord. 

C: ♫Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: ♫Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray together. 
C: Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven 

and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant 
us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ............................................. Isaiah 49:1-7 

A: This is the Word of the Lord.                                            Pg. 1138 in the Red Bible 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE........................................................................ 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

A: This is the Word of the Lord.                                      Pg. 1771 in the Red Bible 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

 



 

 
HOLY GOSPEL ..................................................................... John 1:29-42 

Pg. 1647 in the Red Bible 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C: ♫Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read) 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: ♫Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON HYMN: #835. ....................... “On Galilee’s High Mountain” 

 

 

 

 



 

5 That ev’ryone He chooses, 
    For reasons of His own, 
Will find in Christ his calling 
    To live His love alone. 
His presence always leads us 
    Till time no more shall be; 
Christ’s strength, His love, His comfort 
    Give us His victory. 
 

 6 Lord, gather all Your children, 
    Wherever they may be, 
And lead them on to heaven 
    To live eternally 
With You, our loving Father, 
    And Christ, our brother dear, 
Whose Spirit guards and gives us 
    The joy to persevere. 

Text: Henry L. Lettermann, 1932–96//Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872//Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001190//Tune: Public 
domain 

 
 

SERMON 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH ...................................... Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, Born of the virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy Christian Church, The 
communion of saints, The forgiveness of sins, The resurrection of 

the body, And the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

After each prayer, the congregation responds as the pastor directs 

 
OFFERTORY 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
CONCLUDING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray together. 
C: Lord Jesus Christ, the author and perfecter of our faith, we thank 

You that You continue to preach Your Gospel among us. Send Your 
blessing upon the Word You have spoken to us, and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase our saving knowledge of You. Give us strength to 
fight the good fight of faith and to overcome all the temptations of 
sin, death, and the devil so that we may finally receive the salvation 
of our souls; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Trusting in all of Your promises, we are bold to pray… 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C: Amen. 



CLOSING HYMN: #795 ..................... “Voices Raised to You We Offer” 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007//Tune: Carolyn Jennings, 1936//Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001190 

Tune: © 1996 Carolyn Jennings. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001190 

  



SERMON NOTES: 
  



We Believe and Teach That… 

• The Bible is the Word of God. 

• The Ten Commandments are a revelation of God’s will for our lives. 

• Since we cannot keep the Ten Commandments perfectly we cannot save ourselves. 

• God provided our salvation for us by sending Jesus Christ, His only Son, to die for 

our sins. 

• Jesus proved His effectiveness by rising from the dead on the third day. 

• The only way to heaven is to trust that God has saved us through Jesus’ work and 

his all sufficient death for us. 

• God expects His people to gather for worship and service in the local congregation. 

   

Our Ministries Include… 

• SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 9:00 A.M. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR AT 10:30 A.M. 

Join us for children’s Sunday school classes and various adult Bible Studies 

• MEN’S MONDAY BIBLE STUDY AT 6:30 P.M. (Meets in the Conference Room) 

• WOMEN’S TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY AT 9:00 A.M. (Meets in the Conference Room) 

• 1st & 3rd THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY AT 6:30 P.M. (Meets in the Conference Room) 

• MT. CALVARY CHRISTIAN PRE-SCHOOL 

A quality Christian learning program for 3 and 4-year-old children 

▪ LUTHERAN SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

A quality Christian Elementary & Jr. High school (Pre-K Bridge Class; Grades K-8) 

A quality Christian High School 

 

 

 



We Invite You To... 

1. RELAX! At Mt. Calvary you always be yourself and know that you will be welcomed 

and cared for as a person who is created and loved by God. 

2. BRING THE KIDS. For Kindergarten through 4th Grade students, we offer a “Children’s 

Church” time during the sermon, where students learn an age-appropriate Bible 

story. For your preschool children we provide a supervised nursery that runs 

simultaneously with our services. There is also a diaper changing station available in 

the nursery for your convenience. 

 

3. ENJOY FELLOWSHIP WITH US. Join us after worship for refreshments in the 

Fellowship Hall. Stop by, pick up a cup of coffee or tea, and enjoy some fellowship 

before the 10:30 AM Bible Study begins.   
 
 

 

 

Our Staff 

Office Staff A/V Tech Music Sunday School Preschool 
▪ Shannon Lanier ▪ Joel Fletcher ▪ Steve Ford ▪ Gale Krueger  ▪ Cathy Kurecki 

 ▪ Jim Stevens  ▪ Dan Reynolds ▪ Jessica Stock 

   ▪ Kelsie Gerhardt  
       

Our Officers 

President Vice-President Secretary Treasurer Fin. Secretary 

▪  ▪  ▪ Brenda Roland ▪ Rodger Koester ▪ Marsha Warnick 

Head Elder LSA Board Rep LSA Found.Rep Property Comm. Chair 

▪ Doug Gerhardt ▪ Joel Fletcher ▪ Ashley Robinson ▪ Roger Harting 

NEED MORE INFORMATION? 

Phone (217) 428-0641 

Email: office@mtcalvarydecatur.org 

Website: www.mtcalvarydecatur.org 

 

 MT. CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“Sharing God’s Love with those around us  

and our lives with one another.” 
 


