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A Message from Pastor Hinrichs 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 Easter. It is amazing that one word can conjure up so many different images, so many 
different memories, so many different feelings. Your mind, even now may hear the faint 
echoes of organ and trumpets, blaring away as the congregation sings, “I Know That My 
Redeemer Lives.” Your nose may smell a faint trace of Easter lilies. You may see a faint im-
age of the altar decked in white, the sunlight streaming in through a stained glass window. 
All of these things are so closely connected to Easter and bring us so much joy!  
 But when is the last time when you really stopped to think about why Easter is truly so 
special? Why do we make such a big deal and have so many outward celebrations and tra-
ditions connected to this day? We know that Easter is about the Resurrection of Jesus. But 
again, I ask, “Why does the resurrection matter?” 
 When we look to the Scriptures, we see a number of answers to that question. But at 
the very heart of the matter, are the words recorded for us by the Apostle Paul, “If Christ 
has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.” If there were no 
resurrection, there would be no Christianity. Take out Easter and you’re left with nothing!  
In an article by Brian Hedges, he writes “[It] unquestionable that the first generation of Je-
sus’ followers did believe he had risen, and were convinced that everything had changed 
as a result.”  
 How true that is! For those first disciples, and for every person since, the world has 
been radically changed by Jesus’ death and resurrection! And the implications it has are 
astounding! The following three points just scratch the surface what the Resurrection 
brings for us!  
 

1. Jesus’ resurrection means that his sacrificial death on the cross was suffi-
cient, and therefore our sins can be forgiven. 

Paul emphasizes this in 1 Corinthians 15, reminding us that “Christ died for our sins in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures” (vv. 3-4). Then, in verse 17, he argues that “if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.” 
 In other words, Paul saw a direct connection between the resurrection of Jesus and 
the sufficiency of his death to atone for our sins. When Jesus rose again on the third day, it 
was the public announcement that God was fully satisfied with the sacrificial death of his 
Son.  In his resurrection, Jesus was vindicated (1 Timothy 3:16).  But in his vindication, we 
are vindicated too. That’s why Paul says in Romans 4 that Jesus “was delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our justification” (Romans 4:25). 
 

2. Jesus’ resurrection means that death is defeated once and for all. 
As Peter proclaimed on the Day of Pentecost, “God raised [Jesus] from the dead, freeing 
him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on 
him” (Acts 2:24). Death lost its grip on Jesus! 



 

 But the resurrection means that Jesus not only defeated death for himself, but that he 
defeated it for us. He died and rose as a new representative for humanity, as the Second 
Adam. “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,” writes Paul, “the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resur-
rection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:20-22). His resurrection guarantees ours. 
 Perhaps no one has said this more eloquently than C. S. Lewis. In his 1947 book Mira-
cles, Lewis wrote:  “The New Testament writers speak as if Christ’s achievement in rising 
from the dead was the first event of its kind in the whole history of the universe. He is the 
‘first fruits,’ the ‘pioneer of life.’ He has forced open a door that has been locked since the 
death of the first man. He has met, fought, and beaten the King of Death. Everything is 
different because He has done so. This is the beginning of the New Creation: a new chap-
ter in cosmic history has been opened.” 
 The empty tomb assures us that sickness and suffering, death and disease will not have 
the final word. 
 

3. Jesus’ resurrection means that the material world matters. 
Lest there be any misunderstanding, when the apostles said that Jesus rose again, they 
meant that his physical body came back to life. The risen Jesus wasn’t a phantom or ghost, 
but a breakfast-eating, flesh-and-bone, human being (see Luke 24:36-43 and John 21:10-14). 
 When Jesus’ came out of the tomb in a physical body, it was God’s definitive stamp of 
approval on the creation project with all of its materiality. The resurrection shows us that 
matter matters. And this is why the early Christians looked to the future with confidence 
that the created order itself would be redeemed (see Romans 8:18-25). 
 Though we wait for the full consummation of new creation, the Scriptures also teach 
that the power that raised Jesus from the dead is already working within us (Ephesians 
1:19-20). The resurrection, you see, not only assures of God’s forgiveness and comforts us 
in suffering as we anticipate the final reversal of death, disease, and decay; it also moti-
vates and empowers us to push back the tide of suffering and evil in the present world, 
through word and deed, in mercy and in justice, all in Jesus’ name. 
 
 My brothers and sisters in Christ, as you can see Easter is everything! Easter means for-
giveness, hope, joy, peace, and all the gifts of God! Easter changes our past, our present, 
and our future. All of this because our Savior died and rose from the grave! We not only 
have spiritual life, but true physical eternal life! It is no wonder then that we celebrate us-
ing all our senses! As you experience the sights, sounds, and smells of Easter this year, may 
they all remind you that your life, now and forever, is truly changed in Jesus! Amen.  
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brett Hinrichs 

 

The three bullet points in this letter are taken directly from the article, “3 Reasons the Resurrection Matters” by Brian G. Hedges. If 
you are interested in learning more you can find the article on Christianity.com.  



 

 Children’s Sunday School 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY FOR MARCH  
10:30-11:15 am 

 

“The Gospel of Mark” 

 

 

Parts of our worship service are 
broadcast each Sunday from                        

9:00-9:30 am on WZUS FM, 100.9. 

Monday 
Evenings 

 

Tuesday 
Mornings  

 

“Upon This Rock” 
& 

TBA 

“Joining Jesus on His Mission: 
How to Be an                      

Everyday Missionary” 



 

ALTAR FLOWERS Sandy Haseley 
Vickie Mendenhall 

BANNERS Sharon & Rod Butler 

BIG KIDS SPONSOR Needed 

BUILDING & 
GROUNDS 

Merle Collingwood   
217-429-7002     217-454-1878 
merlecollingwood@comcast.net 

CANDLES - ALTAR Dale & Barb Jones 
Ron Augustine 

COFFEE & TEA Bethe Little 

COMMUNION SET 
UP 

Sandy Haseley 

GREETERS  

HANDBELLS & 
CHOIR 

Dorothy Damery 

NURSERY 
COORDINATOR 

Sharon Goers 

OFFICE 
ASSISTANTS 

Nancy Peck 

PLANTS Debbie Goveia 

RECYCLING- PAPER Nancy Howard 

SCRIP  
COORDINATORS 

Ashley Atchason 
Bonnie Seeforth 

SOUND & VIDEO 
  

Scott Busboom  
Joel Fletcher 

SUNDAY SCHOOL Ashley Atchason 
Dorothy Damery 

TABULATORS Rodger & Kathy Koester 

TAPE & BREAD                       
MINISTRY 

Joan Snow 

USHERS  

Apr 1 Mike Atteberry & Doug Gerhardt 

Apr 8 Frank Dunmire 

Apr 15 Mike Atteberry & Jason Hoehne 

Apr 22 Steve Hagan 

Apr 29 Joel Fletcher 

 NURSERY  

SWEET TOOTH TABLE 

LAY READERS 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE IN APRIL 

ELDERS 

MEALS ON WHEELS-TUESDAYS 

Apr 1 All Who Purchased Easter Flowers 

Apr 8  

Apr 15  

Apr 22 Kathy Gannaway 

Apr 29 Bob & Sheila Norman 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Apr 1 Rodger & Kathy Koester 

Apr 8 Roger Harting & Michelle Burns 

Apr 15 Krista Gerhardt & Mary Totel 

Apr 22 Mike & Janet Atteberry 

Apr 29 John Graff 

Apr 1 Alli Dull 

Apr 8 Jan Searl & Bobbi Jo McCoy 

Apr 15 Ashley Atchason 

Apr 22 Kelsie Gerhardt 

Apr 29 Sharon Goers 

Apr 1  

Apr 8  

Apr 15 Thrivent 

Apr 22  

Apr 29  

Apr 3 By Others 

Apr 10 Lyn & Jim Stevens 

Apr 17 Nancy & Bob Peck 

Apr 24 Sharon & Rod Butler 

Sign-up sheets are located on the 
bulletin board in the fellowship hall 



 

Key Events in April 

4/1 Adrienne Cowgill 

4/3 Kelly Aukamp 

4/5 Jyllian Benton 

4/8 Debbie Goveia 

4/9 Tom Black 

4/11 Michelle Boerwinkle  

4/14 Arnold Jeffers 

4/15 Dick Goers 

4/22 Baily Jordan Butler 
Walter Karloski 

4/23 Joan Snow 

4/24 Ashley Atchason 
Donald Horn 
Michael Peterman 

4/27 Stephen Goveia  
Greg Totel  

4/30 Brian Harting 

APRIL 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

APRIL  

BIRTHDAYS  

4/15 Brian & Rekha Harting 

APRIL 

ANNIVERSARIES 

4/1 Sunrise Service - 6:30am 
Easter Breakfast  - 6:30am thru 8:45am 
Celebration Service - 9:00am 

4/2 Easter Monday   *Office Closed 

4/3 Ladies’ Luncheon @ Coney McKane’s - 
11am 

4/10 Elders’ Meeting - 6pm 

4/11 Church Council Meeting - 6pm 

4/12 Stitches of Love  - 2pm 

4/14 Good Samaritan Inn Service Day 

4/19 LSA Work Night & Dinner - 3pm 

4/26 Big Kids - Noon 
Stitches of Love - 2pm 

4/28 LWML Rally in Bloomington 



 

Sink-Float Experiment 

Fish Day 

Nursery Rhyme Day 

Caterpillar Day 

Butterfly Day 

 

• Caterpillar Devotion 

• Kite Devotion 

• Simon and his boat 

• Boy with 2 loaves and 

5 fish 

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Pre-School News 
Happening in April April Units 

April Bible Stories 

Registration 2018-2019 
 

Registration is now open. 
Forms are available 
through Mrs. Kurecki. 

 

We are in need of small glass 
jars. If you have jelly/jam jars, 
mushroom jars, etc. we would 

gladly welcome them! 

Ladies Luncheon 
April 3rd 

11:00 am 

At  

Coney McKane’s 

 

We will be collecting for 

Teachers Appreciation 

Baskets for LSA 

 in April. 

Good Samaritan Inn      
Service Day                    

Saturday, April 14th  

Sign-up sheet is on the        
bulletin board in the           

fellowship hall 

 

LSA 
Work Night & Dinner 

April 19th 
3:00 pm 

Big Kids 
April 26th at Noon 

Guest Speakers: 

Dr. John Lee and Lorrie Durbin 
with Midwest Sight Foundation 

Friends in Faith       
Salad Supper 

 

will be held next month. 

Big Kids 
Will meet the 3rd Thursday 

in May (5/17), as we prepare 

for our Rummage Sale 

Sponsors needed  

All Easter Monday   *No School April 2nd  

All Open House   *No School 
Come help us celebrate bringing 
Jesus to these families for 46 
years! 

April 23rd  

4s Rock Springs Field Trip April 25th 

3s Rock Springs Field Trip April 27th 

RUMMAGE SALE 
June 1-2, 2018 

 

Concentrated two week full 
day work schedule from  

May 20th thru 31st. 



 

 

“Big Kids” 
There is a “sponsor sign-up” sheet on the bulletin board.  The 
sponsor brings a main dish for the potluck, which can be reim-
bursed and plans an activity or speaker.  It can be home made 
or bought (like spaghetti or fried chicken).  Just let the office 
know of the plan so it can be publicized.  Sign up alone or as a 
team.  Please consider being a sponsor.  

LSA 

NEWS 

Have you noticed anything around the church 
that needs the Building Committee’s attention?  
If so, they would like to hear your concern. 
Please fill out the paper located on the Janitor’s 
Door in the Fellowship Hall.  The committee will 
take care of the problem on their next work day.  
Please leave your name in case they need to 
reach you for more information. 

Our crafty club meets the 2
nd

 & 4
th

 
Thursday of the month.  We collect-
ed over 900 hats in 2017.  We are 
very thankful for all the monetary 
gifts we have received.   If anyone 
has yarn they would like to donate, 
please call Nancy Peck at 423-1109. 

Are you or someone you know in need of prayer?  In the mailroom is a box 
for prayer requests.  Please fill out the request form.  Your request will be 
given to Pastor Hinrichs or an Elder, and will remain confidential. 

Prayer works! 

Be sure to check out middle bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  We post newsletters & 
other newsworthy items from LSA.  If you would like a copy of the monthly newsletter put 
in your mailbox, please contact the office. There is a Lion Link digital picture frame in the 
lobby area.  The school will update the pictures periodically along with important upcom-
ing events. 

As a reminder, if you need to reserve a 
room at Mt. Calvary, please fill out a 
room reservation form.  This will eliminate 
any double reservations.  Make sure to 
notate the specific time, date, and what 
room(s) you will be needing.   

Are you tired of fixing the same 
old thing for dinner?  Well fret 
no longer!  We still have Mt. 
Calvary cookbooks for sale for 
just $5!  They are located in the 
Narthex with the collection jar.  
Checks can be made out to “Mt. 
Calvary Ladies Guild”.  Pick one 
up today and start cooking!! 

Did you know there is a “Lost 
and Found” box in the coat 

room next to the office? 
 

Find anything? 
That is the place to put it.  

Lose anything? 
That is the place to look. 

The LSA ReSale shop is accepting dona-
tions every day during operating hours 
from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, Monday-
Saturday.  Their address is 421 E. Cerro 
Gordo Street.  Please call 217-423-0122 
if you need them to help you pick up 
some furniture/
items.  They will set 
a date and time for 
pick up. 

 

Sundays at 7:30 a.m., WTIM 870 
am (Central Illinois), 96.1 FM 
(Christian County) & 107.5 
(Shelbyville County) will begin 
broadcasting the Lutheran Hour. 



 

RUMMAGE SALE   June 1-2, 2018 
 

Friday, June 1 and Saturday, June 2 

Are you doing some spring cleaning and finding you have a lot of stuff you really don't need or 

use?  If so, please bring those items to church for the Ladies Guild annual rummage sale.   The 

rummage sale is one of our main fund rais-

ers.  Did you know the Ladies Guild pays yearly 

for the permission to use and copy some of the 

songs we sing weekly?  Did you realize that the 

Ladies Guild pays for the paper plates, napkins, 

plastic wrap, coffee, sugar, creamer etc. that the 

congregation uses?  We couldn't do these things 

without your help.  Your donated items are 

greatly appreciated.  As advertised for the last 

few months, you can place your stuff in the 

nursery or room 119 during office hours.  There 

is a cart at both doors to help you.   

Your devoted Rummage Sale Rat Pact, 

Sharon Goers, Marsha Warnick and Kathy Koester  

Looking Ahead 
REDISCOVER THE ONE 

YOU LOVE 
on a  

Lutheran Marriage 
Encounter Weekend! 

 
The next LME weekend is 
scheduled in Peoria, IL on 
April 13-15, 2018.  Apply 
now! You can apply online 
at GodLovesMarriage.org.  
 
If you would like more in-
formation please contact 
Norm and Deb Lopez at 
peorialmereg@gmail.com. 
Preregistration is required 
- don’t miss out! 
 
While the registration 
deadline is March 26th, 
you can still register.  
However, any registrations 
after that date will be on a 
space available basis. 

http://www.godlovesmarriage.org
mailto:peorialmereg@gmail.com


 



 

The Lutheran School Association is looking to hire several 

positions for the 2018/19 school year.  These positions 

include middle school and high school Science, middle 

school and high school English, as well as positions at the 

elementary level.  Resumes and letters  of interest can be 

sent to anolen@lsadecatur.net as well as brought in to  

either LSA office 

.In addition to teaching positions, we are also looking  

forward to finding next year’s coaching staff for our  

LSA Lions. Some of the positions available are: 

5th-7th boys basketball 

5th-8th girls basketball  

5th-8th girls volleyball  

MS & HS Cross Country  

HS Track  

HS Softball 

HS Football Assistant Coaches 



 


